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Better  Friends  than  the 

FRENCH,^c. 

Sir, 

HEN  I  refled:  upon  Her  Majcfties 
Speech  ro  her  Two  Hoiifes  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  this  very  laft  SeiTion,  in 
which  (he  declared  her  Own  Intereft 
to  be  infeparable  from  that  of  the 
States-General  of  the  ZJ'nited  Provhi- 
ces  ;  'tis  not  without  a  Mixture  of 
Indignation  and  Surprize  that  I  hear 
thofe  very  People,  who  would  be 
thought  the  Qiieen's  belt,  if  not  her 
moft  paffionately  defiring  the  Ruin  and  De- 
ar very  Intereft,  with  which  that  of  Her  Ma- 
jefty  is  fo  infeparahly  united.  When  I  confider  what  Arts  have 
been  made  u(e  of,  by  fome  profligate  Scriblers,  to  difguife 
real  Truth,  and  fcatter  Lyes  among  the  Mob,  I  am  not  much 
furpriz'd,  if  Plowmen  and  Mechanicks,  if  fuch  ^s  nev^r  read 
a  Hiftory,  or  faw  a  Map,  (hould  be  wheedled  into  a  fond  Ima- 
gination, as  if  their  Proteftanc  Allies  and  beft  Friends  were  now 
become  their  moft-fufpedted  Rivals,  if  not  their  molt  dange- 
rous Enemies :  But,  that  you,  Sir,  who  have  had  an  Educa- 
tion above  the  Vulgar,  who,  'tis  to  be  hoped,  have  had  your 
Views  extended  beyond  the  Stable  and  the  Dog-kennel,  that 
fuch  as  you  Ihould  be  for  aggrandizing  of  the  French^  and  look 
upon  Holland  as  the  only  formidable  Neighbour  that  we  have  ; 
this  is  what,  I  confcfs,  amazes  and  confounds  me.  I  make 
no  Queftion,  but  that  France  has  her  EmijGTarics  both  in  £«- 
9lund  and  Holland,  whofe  Bufinefs  it  is  to  foment  Divifions,  to 
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exafperate  one  Nation  againft  the  other,  that  fo,  by  their  mu« 
tual  Quarrels  and  Contentions,  they  may  both  fall  a  Sacrifice 
to  her  Ambition.  Should  the  two  Maritime  Powers  be  fo  far 
abandon'd  of  Common  Reafon,  as  to  dafh  againft  each  other, 
th'^y  muft  both  neceflarily  be  broken  in  pieces,  and  furnifh 
their  watchful  Enemy  with  an  Opportunity  to  triumph  in  their 
DeftruAion.  This  being  the  ftate  of  our  Affairs,  and  we  ha- 
ving a  reftlefs  Fadtion  in  the  midft  of  us,  who  by  Calum.nies, 
Mifreprefentations,  and  lying  Pamphlets  endeavour  to  pofTefs 
the  Minds  of  the  Common  People  with  cruel  Prejudices  againft 
their  old  Allies  and  Friends,  I  cannot  but  look  upon  it  the  Du- 
ty of  every  one  that  loves  his  Country,  to  endeavour,  in  his 
Station,  the  quenching  thofe  Flames  which  thefc  Inr^:*  diaries 
are  fo  adlivc  to  kindle.  To  this  End  I  ha  ve  diverted  my  felf 
a  little,  in  drawing  up  an  Anfwer  to  thole  Objecftions,  which, 
as  you  inform  me,  are  in  the  Mouths  of  almoft  every  Peaiant 
and  Mechanick.  You  will  find,  that  my  Arguments  are  all 
grounded  on  Matter  of  Fad,  and  that  I  have  advanced  no- 
thing for  which  I  have  not  produced  my  Authors,  and  fuch  as 
are  of  a  moft  eftablilVd  Reputation.  What  Interpretation  may 
be  put  by  fome  on  this  Effay,  I  cannot  tell ;  my  Defign,  J  am 
fure,  is  juft  and  honourable,  to  difabufe  the  Ordinary  iort  o£ 
People  5  to  let  'em  fee  how  grofly  they  have  been  imposVl  up- 
on by  the  Parrifans  of  France  and  the  Pretender ;  that  lo  it 
may  not  be  in  the  PbwTr  of  our  7?ew  allies  to  make  us  fall  out 
with  our  old  Friends,  but  that  we  may  be  united  in  Aiiediions, 
as  well  as  we  are  in  f  nterell. 

I  Ohj.  The  firft  Popular  Objection  againft  the  Dwfc/^,  which 
you  were  pleasM  to  take  notice  of,  is  this  ;  That  they  are  Men 
of  Antimo7tdrchicnl  Principles  ,  Thut  they  comttenayice  and  abett 
a  ^etublican  FaElion  here  at  home,  vako  only  vvait  an  Opportunity 
tofuhvert  the  Confiitution,  and  ereEl  a  Crmmomveaith  upon  the 
P^in  of  it.  As  to  the  latter  part  of  this  Accufation,  it:  has  no- 
thing in  the  World  but  Noife  and  Clamour  to  fupport  it.  la 
all  my  Converfation,  never  did  I  hear  one  fingle  Man  deny  the 
EngiidiForm  of  Government  robe  the  beft  in  the  whole  World  ; 
And  could  any  fuch  Criminal  Correfpondence,  as  is  fuggefted, 
be  prov'd  againft  the  ^Vhigg^,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  the 
Nation  would  quickly  ring  of  the  Difcovery.  'Tis  true,  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  United  Provinces  are  Members  of  a  Repub- 
lick;  they  w^ere  born  and  educated  in  a  Commonwealth,  and 
\is  very  probable,  may  admire  their  own  Conftitution,  look- 
ing upon  it  as  moft  convenient  for  them  in  their  Circumftan- 
ces :  But  have  we  any  Reafon  to  be  angry  with  them  on  this 
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account  ?  I  am  confident,  you  will  determine  in  the  Negative, 
when  youconfider,  (i.)  that  their  calling  themfelves  at  firit  into 
fuch  a  Model  was  the  Effedt,  not  of  Choice,  but  abfolute  Ne- 
ce/Tity.  (2.)  That  they  have  manifefted  themfelves  better 
Friends  than  the  French^  to  the  Engliih  Monarchy  in  general,  * 
and  to  the  Perfon  of  Queen  v^NN  in  particular.  (3.)  If  we 
are  angry  with  them  becaufe  they  have  a  different  Government 
from  us,  we  muft,  for  the  fame  Rcafon,  be  angry  with  all 
Mankind. 

I  Anf.  I  affirm  in  the  firft  place,  that  when  the  Hollanders 
form'd  themfelves  into  a  Commonwealth,  this  was  Matter  of 
Neceflity  rather  than  of  Choice.  'Tis  not  confiftent  with  the 
intended  Brevity  of  thefe  Papers,  to  enter  into  a  Detail  of  the 
Rife,  Progrefs,  and  Conclufion  of  ih^  LovQ-Country  Wars  ;  let 
it  fuffice  at  prefent  to  remind  you,  that  the  United  Provinces 
were  once  SubjeAs  to  the  King  of  Spain  :  That  the  Invaiion 
of  their  Civil  Liberties,  and  the  inhuman  Cruelties  which  thofe 
of  the  Reformed  Religion  fuffer'd,  provok'd  the  poor  Inhabi- 
tants to  take  up  Arms  in  their  own  defence,  and  to  withftand 
thofe  Inftruments  of  Cruelty  that  were  made  ufe  of  to  opprefs 
'em.  After  many  Tumults  and  Confufions,  there  was  a  Con- 
vention of  the  Eftates  at  Aravperp,  in  the  Year  i  581,  in  which 
'twas  determined,  That  Philip  King  of  Spain,  by  invading 
their  Priviledges,  and  overthrowing  their  Conftitution,  had  for- 
feited his  Right  to  govern  thofe  Provinces  ;  or,  to  ufe  a  mo- 
dern Dialed:,  That  he  had  broken  the  Original  ContraB,  and 
the  Throne  voas  become  vacant.  But  inftead  of  moulding  them- 
felves into  a  Commonwealth,  they  at  the  fame  time  c!ed:cd 
the  Duke  of  Alan/on,  younger  Brother  to  the  King  of  France^ 
to  be  their  Sovereign  (4),  This  Prince  accepted  their  Invita- 
tion ;  but  being  influenc'd  more  by  Hamdur  and  Capnce  than 
by  the  Maxims  of  Policy  and  Wifdom,  and  being  guilty  of  an 
unaccountable  odd  Condud:,  he  quickly  loll  the  Affedtions  of 
his  new  Subjeds.  When  he  perceiv'd  this,  he  retir'd  into 
France,  and  quickly  after  died  there.  The  Provinces  being 
once  more  without  a  fupreme  Governour,  they  offer  next  to 
transfer  their  Allegiance  to  our  Pvcnowned  Queen  Eli:{abeth. 
(b)  She  refus'd  indeed  to  accept  of  this  Propofal,  but  afforded 
them  a  very  generous  AlTiftance,  and  continued  their  Friend 
and  Patronefs  to  the  Day  of  her  Death.  By  this  Account,  Sir, 
you  may  fee,  that  when  the  Dutch  form'd  themfelves  at  firft 
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iflto  a  Commonwealth,  'twas  becaufe  they  could  not  obtain  a 
King  or  Queen  of  their  own,  who  was  able  and  willing  ro 
proiedl  'em  ;  and  their  ercc5Hng  a  Republick  was  a  Maaer  ra- 
ther of  Ncceificy  than  Choice. 

2  Ayif.  I  am  next  to  prove,  that  the  Dutch  have  manifefted 
thcmfelvcs  better  Friends  than  the  French  to  the  Britijfh  Mo- 
narchy. And  here  I  hope  you  will  allow  this  to  be  a  true 
Maxim,  that  A  Friend  is  known  in  j^dverjin :  This  diftinguillies 
a  real  Friend  from  a  perfidious  Flatterer,  juft  as  Fire  feparates 
Profs  from  Gold.  Who  is  there  that  will  not  flatter  and  ca- 
refsa  King,  while  he  maintains  his  Dignity,  and  is  able  to 
raife  thole  to  Honour  and  Prefermenc  who  can  infinnate  thcm- 
felves  into  his  Affections  ?  But  certainly,  he  beft  deferves  the 
Name  of  Fr/^?.^<3^,  who  faithfully  adheres  unto  him  in  his  Di- 
ftrefs,  and  efpoufes  the  Royal  Intereft  when  at  the  loweft  ebb. 
Now,  'twas  not  many  Years  ago  that  the  En/lijh  Monarchy 
was  overthrown  by  Cromwei  and  his  Faction,  the  Royal  Fami- 
ly banilVd,  and  K.  Charles  the  Second  forc'd  to  wander  up  and 
down  the  World  in  an  uncomfortable  Exile  :  And  if  in  thefe 
Circumftances  he  was  treated  with  more  Civility  and  Refpedt 
in  Holland  than  in  France,  I  hope  you  will  allow  that  I  have 
fairly  prov'd  my  Affertion.  The  Witnefs  which  I  produce  to 
this  Purpole  is  above  all  Exception  ;  'tis  the  renowned  Lord 
Clarendon^  a  Perfon  who  attended  his  Royal  Mafter  in  all  his 
Motions  beyond  the  Seas,  and  writes  of  thofe  things  which  he 
faw  With  his  own  Eyes. 

Wc  will  firft  fee  what  Manner  of  Friends  the  French  were 
to  the  Britijh  Monarchy  during  our  lateinteftine  Wars.  And 
here  we  are  afiured  by  this  noble  Hiftorian,  "that  the  Rebel- 
**  lion  had  been  originally  fomented,  and  afterwards  counte- 
"  nanced  by  them(^};  that  the  French,  according  to  their  Na- 
"  tore,  were  ad:ive  and  intent  upon  blowing  the  Fire  ;  that 
*'  the  Commotions  in  Scotland  had  been  raifed  by  the  fpecial 
"  Encouragement,  if  not  the  Contrivance  of  Cardinal  B^chelieu^ 
'*  And  that  the  French  EmbafTador  Monfieur  U  Fert  difTem- 
''  bled  not  to  have  notable  Familiarity  with  thofe  who  go- 
"  vern'd  moft  in  the  two  Houfes,  and  that  he  took  all  Oppor- 
''  tunities  to  leiTen  and  undervalue  the  King's  Regal  Powers^ 
**  (b)  and  had  done  the  King  all  imaginable  Diflervice  (c) : 
And  is  not  this  a  Convincing  Evidence  of  that  Refpeci  and 
Veneration  thefe  People  bear  to  the  Englijh  Crown  ? 
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Let  us  next  fee  their  Carriage  towards  the  Perfon  of  King 
Charles  the  Second,  who  was  forc'd  to  live  fome  time  as  a  Re- 
fugee amongit  *em,  both  during  the  Imprifonment  of  his  Fa- 
ther, whilft  only  Prince  of  tValesy  and  after  his  Father's  Mur- 
der, when  he   enjoy'd  the  empty  Title  of  a  King      Here  the 
Lord  Clartndcn  affurcs  us,  "  it  can  hardly   be  believ'd,  with 
"  how  little  Refped:  they  treated  him,  during  the  whole  time 
"  of  his  ftay  there  (a).  That  he  was  never  Maitcr  of  ten  Pifloles 
*'  to  difpofe  of  as  he  defir'd  {b).   And  when  there  were  Vigo- 
rous Efforts  made,  both  in  Scotland  and  Irelandj  torefcueKing 
C/j^r/^^  the  Firft  from  his  Captivity,  and  prevent  the  Siibver- 
fion  of  the  Government ;  when  the  Royal  Party  had  their  Ex- 
peAation  very  much  rais'd,  the  Prime  Minifter  in  F?  ance  "  was 
**  fo  far  from  giving  any  Countenance  or  Warmth  to  their 
*^  blooming  Hopes,  that  he  left  nothing  undone  towards  the 
*'  deftroying  them,  but  the  Imprifoning  the  Prince  (c).     Thefe 
Were  the  Civilities  he  met  with  in  Fr^wcd?  whilft  Prince  oiPValesi 
nor  was  the  Cafe  alter'd,  except  for  the  worfe,  when  by  his 
Father''s  Death  the  Title  of  King  was  devolv'd  upon  him. 
Thus  our  Noble  Author  informs  us,  ''That  as  the  King  had 
*^  receiv'd  no  kind  of  Civility  from  France  fince  his  laft  cc- 
^*  ming,  fo  it  was  notorious  enough  that  his  Alfence  was  im- 
'^  patiently  defir'd  by  that  Court :  That  tho'  he  had  not  been 
"  in  any  degree  chargeable  unto  them,  yet  he  was  anUnwel- 
^'^  come  Gueft  {d).     When  His  Majefty  firft  came  to  Pans^  he 
had  a  little  Room  allowed  him,  in  which  the  Englifh  Liturgy 
was  read  to  him  and  his  Proteftant  Attendants,  but  this  was 
quickly  taken  from  him  ;  "  Which,  faid  the  Lord  Clarendon^ 
^'  was  another  Inftance  of  the  King's  extream-low  Condition, 
^'  and  of  the  Higheft  Difrefped:  the  Court  of  Prance  could  ex- 
"  prefs  towards  him  (e).   When  Cromvoel  turnM  the  Rump  Par- 
liament out  of  doors,  and  fet  up  himfelf  Protcdor,  there  w^as 
an  endearing  Correfpondence  between  Him  and  the  Prime  Mi- 
niftcr  of  Fr/i?2ce,  "  and  fuch  mutual  OlEces  perform'd  between 
*^  them,  as,  with  frequent    Evidences  of  Averfion  from  the 
"  King  and  his  Intereft,  made  it  very  manifeft  to  His  Majefty, 
*^  that  his  Refidence  would  not  be  fuffer'd  to  continue  longer 
*^  in  France  (f)  :  So   that  there  could  be  no  Doubt  but  that 
"  the  King  was  heartily  weary  of  being  in  a  place  where  he 
*^*  was  fo  ill  treated  ;  where  he  liv'd  fo  uncomfortably,  and 
"^^  from  whence  he  forefaw  that  he  fhould  foon  be  driven  ( ^  ) : 
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Tis  true,  when  there  was  a  ProfpeA  of  his  being  reftor'd  to 
his  Kingdoms,  the  King  of  France  fent  hin:i  a  Compliment,and 
invired  him  to  pafs  thro' his  Territories ;  but  the  King  knew 
that  Nation  too  well  to  truft  his  Royal  Perfon  among  'em. 
**  In  the  mean  time  it  was  no  fmall  Pleafure  to  His  Majefty,to 
"  find  himfelf  fo  folemnly  invited,  by  the  Miniftersof  a  Great 
**  King,  to  enter  his  Dominions,  out  of  which  he  had  been  re- 
"  jecfted  with  fo  many  Difobiigations  and  Indignities  {a). 

This,  Sir,  was  the  Entertainment  which  K.  Charles  the  Se- 
cond met  with  in  the  Court  of  the  prefent  French  King,  who, 
you  muft  remember,  was  his  near  Kinfman,  they  two  being 
Brothers  and  Sifters  Children.  And  I  muft  leave  it  to  your 
maturer  Thoughts,  whether  the  J5r^V//fe  Monarchy  may  be  more 
fccure  by  an  Alliance  with  fuch  a  Nation,  than  with  other  States 
and  Provinces. 

Let  us  now  fee,  whether  our  banifli'd  Monarch  met  with 
fairer  Quarters  amongft  the  injui'd  aad  revil'd  Dutch.  His  firft 
Arrival  in  Ho/land  wzs  during  the  Imprifonment  of  his  Father, 
when,  we  are  told,  **  That  Prince  was  receiv'd  by  the  States 
'^  with  all  outward  Refpedt,  and  treated  by  them  for  four 
*^  or  five  Days,  at  their  Charge ;  His  Royal  Highnefs  every 
**  Night  lodging  in  thePj:.:,ce  which  belong'd  to  the  States 
"  too  (b),  Whilft  he  w^as  a  Sojourner  in  Holland,  the  fatal  News 
of  his  Father's  execrable  Murder  was  brought  over  into  thefe 
Provinces.  Now,  if  the  Dutch  had  fuch  an  implacable  Aver- 
fion  to  Monarchy,  as  fome  would  fain  make  the  World  believe 
they  have,  they  would  have  rejoic'd  in  this  Change  of  Go- 
vemment  amongft  us  :  But,  fays  that  Noble  Author  I  have  fo 
often  cited,  "  The  Truth  is,  it  can  hardly  be  conceiv'd  with 
**  what  a  Confternation  this  terrible  News  was  receiv'd  by  all, 
**  even  by  the  Common  People  of  that  Country  :  There  was 
**  a  Woman  at  the  Hague,  of  the  Middle  Rank,  who  being 
^'  with  Child,  v/iih  the  Hcrrour  of  the  mention  of  it,  fell  into 
^*  Travail,  and  in  it  died.  There  could  not  be  more  Eviderxe 
**  of  a  general  Deteftation  than  there  was,  amongft  all  Men, 
"  of  wir^r  Qjiality  foever.  Within  two  or  three  Days,  which 
"  they  gave  to  the  King's  Recolledlion,  the  States  prefented 
*'  themfelves  in  a  body  to  His  Majefty,  to  condole  with  him 
**  for  the  Murder  of  his  Father,  in  Terms  of  great  Sorrow. 
*^  The  States  of  Holland  apart  performed  the  fame  Civility  to- 
**  wards  His  Majefty ;  and  the  body  of  the£Fr^J^^/^i?r/^?/]Cle'- 
**  gy,  in  a  Latin  Oration  deliver'd  by  tlie  Chief  Preach^^  bf 

■^;.:';\\.;/  --"the 

(a)  CUrmckn'^llliX,  /?.  J5?8.  (h)  Ibid,  p,  iiy. 


C9] 

"  the  Hagucy  lamented  the  Misfortune,  in  terms  of  as  much 
"  Afperity,  and  Deteftation  of  the  Acftors,  as  unworthy  of  the 
"  Name  of  Chriftians,  as  could  be  exprefs'd  {a).     Whilft  his 
Majefty  was  at  the  Hague,  the  Parliament  oi  E72glandknz  over 
one  Dr.  Dorljlaus  as  their  Agent,  to  propofe  a  near  Alliance  be- 
tween the  two  I^publickj.     While  he  was  at  Supper  in  a  pub- 
lick  Inn,  fome  Scotiili  Gentlemen  came  mto  the  Room  where 
he  was,  and  dragging  him  from  the  Table,  ftabb'd  him  to  the 
Heart,  and  made   their  Efcape.     Now  it  cannot  be  denied, 
let  the  Man  be  what  he  will,  but  that  his  publick  Charadier 
fhould  have  skreen'd  him  from  any  Infult.     This  was  without 
Difpute  a  barbarous  Outrage,  and  an  Indignity  to  the  Govern- 
ment  under  whofe  Protedlion  they  all  were.     Had  the  States 
been  inclined  to  deal  roughly  with  his  Majefty,  this  Accident 
had  given  them  a  very  plaufible  Handle,  the  Murder  being 
committed  by  fome  of  his  Subjcds.     But,   *'  It  cannot  be  de- 
"  ny'd,  but  the  States  proceeded  upon  theieDiforders,  to  which 
"  they  had  not  been  accsftom'd,  with  great  Gravity,  and  more 
"  than  ordinary  Refped:  to  the  King  {h).     During  his  Abode 
in  Hollandy  he  was  invited  by  his  Scotiih  Subjedls  to  come  into 
that  Kingdom,  who  engaged  (tho'  upon  Terms  a  little  too  fevere) 
to  recognize  him  as  their  Sovereign,  and  ailift  him  in  recover- 
ing the  reft  of  his  Dominions.     When  the  Agreement  was  ful- 
ly made,  and  the  Terms  adjufted,  "  The  States  of  Holland  fuf- 
"  fer'd  their  Ships  to  tranfporc  him,  they  gave  all  Countenatice 
*'  to  the  Scotifh  Merchants  and  Fadrors  who  liv'd  in  their  Do- 
"  minions,  and  fome  fecret  Credit,  that  they  might  fend  Arms 
"  and  Ammunition,  and  whatfoever  elfe  was  necelfary  for  the 
**  King's  Service,  into  that  Kingdom  (c).     And  fure  this  does 
not  look  like  the  Condud:  of  Men  that  were  envious  at  his  Ex- 
altation.    I  need   not  recount  unto  you  his  Majefty 's  Misfor- 
tunes at  Du7ibar  and  PVorcefter^  nor  his  miraculous  Efcape  be- 
yond the  Seas,  after  he  had  concealed  himfelf  in  Woods  and 
Barns,  and  other  obfcure  places.     When  he  had  fpent  many 
Years  in  a  tedious  Exile,  and  his  Cafe  feem'd  to  be  defperarc, 
what  by  the  Zeal  of  his  Friends,  what  by  the  Folly  and  Ralli- 
nefs  of  his  Enemies,  but  above  all  by  the  Providence  of  GOD, 
the  Narion   became  generally   inclined  to  return  to  their  old 
Form  of  Government.     The  People  being  in  this  good  Difpo- 
fition,  his  Majefty  thought  it  Prudence  to  draw  near  the  Sea- 
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Sboar,  and  tho'  he  was  invited  by  the  Kings  of  France  and 
Spaiuy  to  make  lome  flay  in  their  Dominions,  yet  he  rather 
chofc  CO  trult  hiinfelf  amongft  the  Republican  Dutch-meriy  than 
either  of  the  others.  Accordingly  he  came  to  Breday  where  he 
rcfided  till  Things  were  ready  for  his  Reception  in  England. 
You  have  heard  of  the  Grief  and  Confternation  with  which 
the  Ruin  of  our  Monarchy  was  received  by  the  Hollanders  ;  let 
lis  next  fee  how  thcfe  People  were  afFed:ed  a^t  its  R^ftoration. 
**  All  Things  (Giys  the  Ld  Clarendon)  being  in  readincfs,  and 
*'  the  States  having  fcnt  their  Yachts,  and  other  Veffels,  as  near 
*'  to  lircda  as  the  River  would  permit,  the  King,  with  his  Royal 
**  Sitter  and  Brothers,  left  that  Place  in  the  beginning  of  May^ 
*'  and  Within  an  Hour,  embark'd  themfelves  on  board  the 
*•  Yachts,  which  carry'd  him  to  ^tterdam^  Dort,  and  the  other 
"  places  near  which  they  paifed,  making  all  thofe  Expreffions 
*'  of  Joy,  by  the  Conflux  of  the  People,  to  th-e  Banks  of  the 
*^*  River,  and  all  other  Ways,  which  the  Situation  of  thofe  places 
*'  would  fulfer.  At  F{ottcrdam  they  entered  into  their  Coaches, 
*''  from  whence  to  the  Hague  tl^y  feem'd  to  pafs  thro'  one  cof3- 
**  tinned  Street,  by  the  wonderful  and  orderly  Appearance  of 
**  the  Pecple  on  both  fides^.  with  fuch  Acclamations  of  Joy,  as 
"  if  themielves  were  now  rellor'd  to  Peace  and  Sjccurity.  The 
^*  Entrance. into  the  Hague ^  and  their  Reception  tnere,  and  the 
**  conducing  his  Majefty  to  the  Houfe  provided  for  his  Enter- 
*'  tainmcnt,  was  very  magnificent.  The  Treatment  of  his  Ma- 
**  jcfty,  and  all  who  had  relation  to  his  Service,  at  the  States 
^  Charge,  during  the  tinte  of  his  Abode  rhere,  which  continued 
**  many  Days,  was  incredibly  noble  and  fplendid  ;  and  the  uni- 
*^  verfa!  Joy  fo  viliblc  and  real,  that  it  could  only  be  exceeded 
*'  by  that  of  his  own  Subjeds  {a). 

Upon  the  wliole,  be  pleas'd  to  compare  the  Civilities  King 
Charles  met  with  m  Holland^  with  the  Indignities  offerM  him 
by  the  French  Court,  and  then  let  Reafon  fay  which  of  thcfe 
two  Nations  were  heft  affeded  to  our  Monarchy  when  in  Di- 
iLrefs,  vv^hich  is  the  furcft  Tcft  of  Friendfl^ip.  Refled  upon  that 
unfeigned  Sorrow  which  the  Dutch  manifefted  on  the  Death 
of  the  Father,  that  univerfal  Joy  which  diffused  it  felf  through- 
out the  Seven  Provinces  upon  the  Reltorarion  of  the  Son,  and 
then  let  me  ask  you  whether  we  have  any  Reafon  to  conclude 
them  fuch  Enemies  to  crownM  Heads  and  the  BritiJJo  Monar- 
chy, as  they  have  been  reprefented  by  a  pack  of  mercenary 
Scriblers  in  the  undft  of  us. 

As 
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As  the  Dutch  have  manifeftcd  thcmfclvcs  better  Friends  t\\Cin 
the  French  to  the  Britijh  Monarchy  in  general,  fo  to  the  Pci  fou 
of  Queen  ANN  in  particular.  This  is  a  thing  fo  evident  to 
alt  the  World,  that  there  is  no  need  of  many  Words  to  prove  it. 
No  fooner  had  they  Notice  of  her  Acccfs  to  the  Throne,  but 
they  order'd  their  Minifter  to  own  her  Title,  and  court  her 
Fricnddiip,  and  are  ftill  defirous  of  a  Itri^il  Alliance  with  her. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  French^  for  many  Years,  gave  her  no 
other  Title  than  Priiiccfi  of  Denmark^,  They  own'd  another 
Perfon  as  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  fupport  his  Pretcnlions, 
invaded  her  Dominions,  and  have  done  as  much  as  in  them  lies 
to  wrcil  the  Sceptre  out  of  her  Hand,  and  to  pull  her  out  of 
that  Throne  on  which  (he  hath  fhone  with  fo  much  Glory.  Nay, 
fince  the  Treaty  of  Vtrecht  hath  been  fet  on  foot,  and  fince  the 
Grand  Monarch  hath  receiv'd  from  our  Queen  greater  Obliga- 
tions than  he  ever  merited,  or  had  any  great  Reafon  to  hopd 
for,  yet  in  the  Preliminary  i^rticles,  fign'd  here  by  Mefnager, 
and  in  the  fpecifick  Explanation  of  the  faid  Articles,  delivered 
by  his  Plenipotentiaries  aiVtrechtyhc  only  promifes  to  acknow- 
ledge at  the  iignmg  of  the  Peace,  the  Q^aeen  oi  Great  Britain  m 
that  Qiiality.  Upon  which  the  Houfe  of  Lords  reprefented  fn 
an  Addrefs  to  her  Alajelty,  "  The  juft  Indignation  of  that 
"  Houfe,  at  the  dilhonourable  Treatment  of  her  Majefty  by 
**  France^  in  having  propofed  to  acknowledge  her  Majcfty's 
"  Title  to  thele  Realms  no  fooner  than  when  the  Peace  lliall  be 
^-  fign'd  {a).  Nor  can  I  underftand  that  to  this  very  Day  he 
has  by  any  Authentick  Declaration  own'd  her  Title.  Thele 
things  confider'd,  methinks  it  fliould  be  no  diiFicult  Matter  to 
determine,  whether  the  French  or  Dutch  are  the  belt  Friend  ro 
the  Perfon  of  Queen  ANN. 

3  Anf.  To  conclude,  if  we  are  angry  with  the  Dutch  bccaufe 
they  do  not  live  under  the  fame  form  of  Government  that  we 
do,  we  mull,  for  the  fame  Reafon,  quarrel  with  the  whole 
World,  and  bid  Defiance  to  all  Mankind,  My  Reafon  is,  be- 
caufe  there  is  no  other  Nation  that  has  the  fame  Conftitutioa 
that  we  have,  ner,  I  believe,  fo  well  adapted  to  the  Happincls 
of  the  People.  If  we  curfe  the  Dutch  for  having  no  Kjng^ 
we  may  as  well  curfe  the  French  for  having  no  Farliamefit^ 
whofe  Confent  is  neceifary  to  the  enacfling  Laws,  or  railing 
Money.  Had  the  Hollanders  attempted  to  obtrude  their  own 
Model  upon  us,  \ve  had  fome  Reafon  to  be  angry  with  them, 

B  2  bu^ 
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but  this  they  never  did.  I  might  add,  that  the  PrinCe  whofc 
Condud:  you  fo  much  admire,  even  the  Grand  Monarch  him- 
felf,  trufis  his  Perfon  to  the  care  of  his  Svpifs  Guards,  that  is,  of 
Men  born  and  bred  in  a  Commonvoeahb,  and  under  a  Govern- 
ment as  Antimonarchical  as  Holland,  This  is  a  Demonftration 
that  Men  may  be  Republicans  in  rheir  own  Country,  and  ycc 
be  true  and  faithful  to  a  Crown'd  Head  in  other  places. 

zOLj,  A  fccond  Prejudice  that  has  been  induftrioufly  fo- 
mented againfl  the  Dutch  is,  That  they  are  Preshyterlafis^  andE- 
ncmies  to  the  Cbarch  of  England,  And,  under  this  Pretence,  no 
Curfcs  are  thought  too  bitter  for  them.  'Tis  true,  there  is  a= 
Notion  lately  ftarted  that  robs  all  the  Proteftant  Churches  a- 
broad,  and  a  very  large  part  of  our  own  here  at  home,  of  their 
very  Chrifiimih)\  To  this  purpjofe  'tis  afferted,  That  Baptifm 
is  abfolutely  ncceffary  to  make  us  Chriftians ;  that  none  but  fuch 
as  are  Epifcopaliy  ordain'd  can  adminifter  this  Ordinance:  thac 
the  Baptifm  of  others  is  but  Lay-Baptifm,  and  this  is  invalid 
and  good  for  nothing  ;  whence  ir  follows  \}^2X  foreign  Protcfiants 
and  dcmcjllck,  DiJJcfiters  are  no  Chriftians.  I  ihall  not  at  pre- 
fent  infift  upon  ir,  that  this  is  a  Conceit  that  paganizes  abun- 
dance of  the  Ettabiifh'd  Church,  even  of  the  Clergy  themfelves ; 
fuch,  forinftance,  as  were  born  before  the  Reftoration,  or  of 
Diifcnting  Parents  fince.  But  there  is  another  Mifchief,  the 
Scheme  which  thefe  Gentlemen  arc  erecting  looks  with  an  un- 
toward Afpecfl  upon  their  dear  Friends  the  French  as  well 
as  others.  In  all  Popifli  Countries,  the  Midv^ives  are  not 
only  allowM,  but  even  enjoyn'd  to  Baptize  fuch  newborn  In- 
fants as  have  any  dangerous  Symptoms  upon  them.  This  you 
may  find  determined  in  the  Trent  Catechifm,  which  adds,  that 
thofe  Midwives  are  by  no  means  to  be  cenfur'd,  who  Baptize 
an  Infant,  tho'  one  of  the  other  Sex  fhould  be  prcfent,  if  the 
Man  be  not  Co  vjell  skilfd  in  the  way  and  manner  of  admini- 
ftring  this  Sacram.ent  as  the  Woman  (a).  That  thefe  Females 
may  be  duly  qualify'd,  they  are  ufually  taught  to  pronounce 
the  Latin  Words  which  the  Prieft  makes  ufe  of;  this  I  fuppofe 
gave  birth  to  that  Cuftom  of  Midwives  taking  out  of  Licenfes 
from  the  Bilhop  of  the  Diocefs.  In  the  Year  1680,  the  pre- 
fent  French  King  publifh'd  an  Edict,  in  which  he  forbad  all 
thofe  of  the  Reformed  Religion  to  perform  the  Office  of  a 
Midwife  to  any  Woman  whatfoever.  The  Reafon  affign'd  for 
fuch  a  Decree  was  this,  that  the  Heretickjy  not  looking  upon 
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Baptifm  as  neceflary  to  Salvation,  a  great  many  poor  Infants 
went  out  of  the  World  without  it  (a) ;  whereas  the  Catholick 
Goifips  could  be  ferviceable  to  Soul  and  Body  too.  'Tis  true, 
if  the  Infant  furvives,  he  is  brought  to  Church,  v;here  thePrieft 
croffes  his  Forehead,  fpits  in  his  Mouth,  and  plays  a  thoufand 
gambol  Tricks,  but  never  pretends  to  rebaptize  it.  'Tis  cer- 
tain that  many,  who  in  their  Infancy  have  Fits,  and  other  Dif- 
orders,  do  yet  live  to  be  old  Men,  and  no  doubt  but  fome  of 
thefe  come  to  be  Priefts  and  Bifhops,  but  according  to  the  Do- 
drine  lately  ftarted,  their  Baptifms  and  Ordinations  muft  be 
all  abfolute  Nullities,  for  he  that  is  no  Chriftian  can  never  be 
a  Chriftian  Prieft  :  So  that  this  Conceit  renders  every  Man's 
Chriftianity  precarious  and  uncertain.  I  know  not  how  far 
you  may  be  tind:ur'd  with  thefe  Principles,  but  hope  you  will 
allow  me,  that  he  who  is  baptized  by  a  Dutch  Presbyter,  may 
be  as  much  a  Chriftian  as  he  that  is  baptiz'd  by  a  Fr^wc/?  Mid- 
wife :  Which  is  fuiHcient  for  my  prefent  purpofe. 

jinf.  To  return  to  the  Objedtion  of  the  Church's  Danger, 
'tis  own'd,that  the  Government  of  the  eftabliiTi'd  Church  in  Hol^ 
land  is  Presbyterian ;  but  then  it  muft  be  confider'd,  they  never 
attempted  to  obtrude  their  Model  upon  us  ;  they  don't  look 
upon  their  particular Difcipline  as  abfoJutely  neceflary  to  Sal- 
vation, nor  do  they  condemn  thofe  that  differ  from  them  ;  they, 
look  upon  the  Church  of  England  as  a  Sifter-Church,  and  pay 
a  due  Regard  unto  Her.     To  give  fome  Inftances. 

In  the  Reign  of  King  James  the  Firft,  when  the  Peace  of 
their  Provinces  was  very  much  difturb'd  by  the  ArminianCon" 
troverfies,  they  fent  to  that  King,  defiring  that  fome  of  our 
Britlfh  Divines  might  be  permitted  to  comiC  over  and  confulc 
with  thofe  of  other  Reform'd  Churches,  in  order  to  compofe 
thefe  unhappy  Differences.  Accordingly  the  then  Bifhop  of 
Ldndaff^  with  the  DoAors  Davcnam  and  Hall,  afterwards  Bi- 
fhops of  Sarum  and  Exeter^  were  fent  over  by  the  faid  Prince, 
with  other  eminent  Men  (/») ;  Thefe  met  with  the  Divines  of 
Eldland  and  Germany  at  the  famous  Synod  of  Dort^  where  they 
voted  and  gave  their  Suffrages  with  the  reft  :  So  that  at  that 
time  the  Churches  of  England  and  Holland  look'd  upon  each 
other  as  Members  of  the  fame  Body.  Nor  have  the  latter,  to 
this  very  day,  receded  from  that  charitable  Temper. 

You  have  not  forgot  the  Danger  which  our  Church  was 
really  in,  under  the  Adminiftration  of  King  James  the  Second, 

when 

(a)  Hiftoire  de  PEdit.  de  Names,  tQme  lypurt  2.  /?.  4-00,  {h)  Vid.  A£u 
Sy nodi  Dordrectx:.  /?.  10. 


C  14  3 

when  her  Biihops  were  imprifon'd,  when  an  illegal  Cominif- 
(ion  was  fet  up,  prepared  to  execute  the  Vengeance  of  enrag'd 
Papifts,  upon  all  the  Clergy  in  the  Kingdom.  In  that  Diftrefs 
did  we  not  implore  the  Aififtance  of  the  Dutch  ?  Were  they  not 
the  Inftruments  (under  God)  of  refcuing  our  Ecclefiaftical  and 
Civil  Liberties,  whiift  the  French  otFer'd  their  Troops  to  enflave 
us  ?  And  can  it  be  a  Qiieilion,  who  were  the  Church's  trueit 
Friends,  they  who  actually  fav'd  it  from  impending  Ruin,  or 
thefe  who  would  fain  have  compleated  its  DeftruAion  ? 

I  have  one  or  two  Inftances  more  of  that  Rcfpecft  which  is 
ftiown  in  Holland  to  our  Common-prayer.  The  Dutch  have  con- 
fcnted  to  the  eredling  a  {lately  Church  in  Rotterdam,  in  which 
the  Englijh  Liturgy  is  to  be  read  to  fuch  Britifh  Merchants  and 
Traders  as  relide  in  that  Town.  And  private  Contribuiions 
not  being  fufficient,  Our  Parliament,  this  laft  SeiTion,  gave 
Z500  /.  for  the  compleating  that  Strudnre  {n\  When  the 
Biihop  of  Brifiol  arriv'd  at  Vtrecht,  as  Her  Majefties^  Plenipo- 
tentiary, the  States  offered  his  Lordfhip  the  ufc  of  one  of  their 
publick  Churches  in  that  City,  for  the  celebration  of  Divine 
Service  according  to  the  Rites  and  Ufage  of  the  Church  of 
England  :  And,  pray  what  greater  Deference  could  be  paid 
to  his  Lordlhip's  Charadber,  or  to  thofe  Forms  of  Devotion  that 
are  us'd  by  him  > 

Let  us  next  fee  whether  your  new  Friends  the  French  have 
fuch  venerable  Thoughts  of  your  Church  and  Liturgy  as  you 
imagine  :  In  the  Reign  of  Queen  Eli:(abethf  there  was  a  Book 
publifh'd  in  Latin  by  Sanders,  a  famous  Jefuite,  with  this  Title, 
The  Hiftory  of  the  Efigli/Io  Schifm.  A  Book  full  of  Lies  and 
impudent  Fal (hoods  againft  the  Church  of  England,  Abun- 
dance of  thefe  Calumnies  you  may  find  confuted  by  Bifhop 
Burnet^  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation.  This  Book  of  San- 
ders's was,  fome  time  fince,  tranflated  into  French  by  Mr.  Mau- 
croix,  Canon  of  ^oeimsy  and  printed  with  the  Approbation  of 
the  prefent  French  King,  and  a  Royal  Privilege  for  the  fole 
Imprellion  of  the  Book.  The  fecond  Volume  carries  this  Title 
in  its  Front,  The  Schifm  refievo'dy  and  changed  info  the  Herejie  of 
Calvin  l^y  f^.  Elizabeth  (h).  This,  I  think,  is  a  Demonftration 
that  they  make  no  irianner  of  difference  between  a  True-biu£ 
Churchman  and  a  Calvinifi  or  Presbyterian  :  They  look  upon 
'em  both  as  curfed  Hereticks,  and  coniign  'em  over  to  the  burn- 
ing Lake,  without  the  leaft  diftincSion, 

Du- 
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During  the  heat  of  the  late  Civil  War,  K.  Charles's  QueenJ 
who  was  a  Daughter  of  France,  thought  it  expedient  to  retire 
into  that  Country  :  "  The  lace  King,  her  Husband,  had  ap- 
'^  pointed  a  Chaplain  of  his  cwn,  Dr.  Cojins,  who  was  after- 
"  wards  Bifliop  of  Durham,  to  attend  her  Majefty  for  the  con- 
"  ftant  Service  of  that  part  of  her  Houfhold,  the  number 
"  of  her  Proteftant  Servants  being  much  fuperiour  to  thofe 
**  who  were  Roman-Cacholicks.  An  undcr-Room  in  the  Louvre 
"  out  of  any  common  PaiTage,  had  been  afljgn'd  for  their  Mor- 
"  ning  and  Evening  Devotions,  the  Key  whereof  was  commit- 
**  ted  to  the  Chaplain.  This  continued  fome  time  ;  but  at  laft 
"  an  Order  came,  that  the  Room  (liould  be  no  more  apply'd  to 
'*  that  Purpofe  ;  and,  that  the  French  King  would  not  permit 
"  the  exercife  of  any  other  Religion  in  any  of  his  Houfes  than 
**  the  Roman-Catholick  (a).  By  this  you  may  perceive,  that 
in  the  Apprehenfion  of  thofe  Pharifaicai  Bigots,  the  very  read- 
ing of  your  Liturgy,  tho'  in  an  obfcure  corner,  has  fuch  a  cou- 
rageous Air  with  it,  that  it  infedls  and  pollutes  the  moft  fpacious 
Palace.  I  (hall  prefent  you  with  one  Inftance  mere,  and  that  a 
very  modern  one  :  The  Town  of  D««('/V/^  was,  this  laft  Sum- 
mer, delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Englijh  ;  the  French  Sol- 
diers being  all  drawn  out  of  it,  there  were  none  but  Englijh 
remaining  in  it.  In  this  Citadel  there  is  a  Chapel,  which  the 
French  make  no  ufe  of,  nor  have  they  now  the  leaft  Occafion 
for  It ;  upon  this,  our  Garrifon  took  pofTeflion  of  it,  and  had 
Divine  Service,  according  to  the  Church  of  England,  performed 
in  it  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  Court  of  France  had  notice  of  it.  Or- 
ders were  fent  to  demand  it,  and  we  were  obliged  to  quit  the 
fame,  and  take  up  with  an  old  forry  Storehoufe  {b) :  An  In- 
dignity that  Englifli  Spirits  would  have  refented  at  other  times, 
but  we  are  now  in  too  good  a  Humour  to  be  fenfible  of  an 
Affront,  unlefs  it  comes  from  Holland.  When  our  Soldiers  die 
in  Dunkirk^,  they  are  not  allow'd  Burial  in  a  Church-yard,  the 
Duft  of  Hereticks  profaning  that  facred  Ground.  By  this  you 
fee,  that  tho'  the  flattering  Monfieurs  may  compliment  and 
carefs  you  for  their  own  Ends,  yet  the  truth  on't  is,  they  de- 
teft  and  abhor  your  Prayers,  and  ufe  your  dead  Bodies  like  the 
Carcafe  of  a  Dog,  and,  as  much  as  in  'em  lies,  fend  your  Souls 
to  the  Devil.  Thefe,  Sir,  are  your  new  Allies;  thcfe  are  the 
Men  for  whofe  fake  you  drink  Confufion  to  the  Dutch ;  thefe 
the  Men,  from  whofe  Friendiliip  and  Prote(5lion  you  exped: 
Security  to  your  Church  and  Common-prayer-book: 

^ 3  Oh'* 

{a]  d^rcndcn'o  Hiit.Vf/.  3,/'.  304-.    (i)  PQlitical Sure  for  0^1  ib.  i^'ityp.i^'-. 
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3  Ohj\  The  nexc  Objedion  againft  the  Condud  of  the 
States,  is  this,  That  they  permitted  their  Subje^Sy  even  during 
the  Vf^ar,  to  have  an  open  Trade  with  France,  ^y  which  they  grew 
rich  whilft  we  were  impoverijio'd. 

Now,  as  to  the  Matter  of  Fad,  'tis  true,  that  a  great  many 
Ships  failing  with  French  PalTes  did  take  in  Wine  and  Brandy 
at  Bourdeaux,  B^chel,  and  other  places,  and  fell  'cm  again  in 
Holland  :  This  is  confels'd,  and  yet  I  am  not  without  hopes  of 
fatisfying  you,  that  this  Matter  deferves  not  fo  great  a  Noife 
and  Clamour  as  has  been  made  about  it. 

I  Anf.  I  would  in  the  firft  place  recommend  it  to  your  Con- 
fideration,  that  our  Circumltanccs  are  vaftly  different  from 
thofe  of  the  Dutch,  and  that  we  ftand  not  in  need  of  foreign 
Liquors,  as  they  do:  You,  Sir,  have  your  Cellar  crowded  with 
OFtober,  and  may  drink  a  Bumper  to  the  Church  and  Queen 
out  of  the  Produd  of  your  own  Land  ;  but  'tis  otherwife  with 
the  poor  Hollanders  ;  they  have  no  Liquors  to  drink,  but  fuch 
as  are  imported  from  other  Countries,  or  the  Grain  that  makes 
'em  ;  nay,  they  have  not  fo  much  as  good  clear  Water  of  their 
own  :  Pray  then  from  whence  Ihould  they  be  fupply'd  ?  Not 
from  the  Illnne,  as  formerly,  the  poor  Germans  inhabiting  the 
Banks  of  that  noble  River  being  forc'd  to  leave  their  Vineyards 
uncultivated,  to  beat  their  Pruning-hooks  into  Swords  and 
Spears,  to  defend  their  own  Throats  from  an  inhuman  Enemy ; 
not  from  us  Britains,  we  love  the  Juice  of  Barley  too  well  our 
felves  to  fparc  much  to  others.  So  that  thefe  People  feem  to 
be  under  a  ncce/riuy  of  importing  French  fi^ine,  unlefs  you  v;ould 
have  'em  content  with  fouping  Puddle  out  of  their  own  Ditches. 
I  might  add,  that  their  foggy  Air  and  ill  Diet  renders  'em  the 
more  excufable  :  I  grant,  that  a  Chop  of  your  Mutton,  or  a 
Slice  of  Roaft-bcef,  may  fit  pretty  warm  and  comfortable  in  a 
Man's  Stomach,  tho'  waHi'd  down  only  with  Small-Beer  3  but 
were  you  to  dine  with  a  Dutchman  upon  raw  Cabbage,  or  a 
Platter  of  cold  Salad,  you  would  be  apt  to  efteem  a  Glafs  of 
Bourdeaux,  or  bright  Champcign,  as  very  requifite  to  corred 
the  Crudities  of  fuch  a  Meal.  The  Obfervation  of  Sir  William 
Temple  is  pretty  liiitable  to  my  prefent  purpofe,  fpeaking  of 
thefe  People  ;  "  Their  great  foreign  Confumption,  fays  he,  is 
**  IcrenchWinc  and  Brandy,  but  that  may  be  allow'd  'em,  as  the 
"  only  Reward  they  enjoy  of  all  their  Pains  (a).  To  all  which 
I  might  add,  that  by  thefe  Liquors,  brought  from  France,Our 

Ar- 
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Armies  in  F/anJerf  were  fupplied  :  And  had  yoii  lain  but  one 
September  Night  in  the  Trenches ,  up  to  your  Knees  perhaps  in 
Dirt  and  Mud,  you  would  not  think  a  Dram  or  two  of  Nants 
ill  beftow'd  upon  thofe  brave  Fellows,  who  are  every  moment 
looking  Ten  thoufand  Dangers  in  the  Face. 

2  y^«yr  But  if  nothing  of  this  Nature  could  be  pretended, 
yet  we  coald  not  juftly  exclaim  againft  them  for  Trading  with 
the  Enemy,  becaufc  we  have  done  the  fame  Thing  our  felves. 
One  of  the  firft  Ac5ts  made  by  this  Parliament,  was  to  give  leave 
for  the  Importation  of  Fretich  Wines.  Now  may  the  Di^tch  fay, 
if  they  did  ill,  why  did  we  follow  them,  if  not,  why  do  we 
condemn  them  ?  When  the  War  was  firft  proclaim'd,  'twas  a- 
gainft  King  Philips  as  much  as  King  Lem's,  and  it  began  with 
burning  the  Spanifh  Galeons  at  Vigo.  Notwithftanding  which, 
our  Merchants  traded  to  Bilboa  and  other  Places,  with  which 
we  were  as  much  in  War  as  with  any  Town  in  France :  To 
which  I  might  add,  that  the  Englifh  living  in  Ireland^  have, 
during  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Wars,  had  an  open  and  free 
Trade  to  France^  importing  fj^^ine  and  Brandy  in  exchange  for 
Beef  and  Butter.  This  I  have  been  afliir'd  of  by  Gentlemen 
living  all  the  Time  in  Dublin  and  Waterford^  that  it  was  known 
to  every  Body  and  conniv'd  at  by  the  Government.  I  mufl:  '^  ^ 
appeal  to  you, whether  we  have  any  Reafon  to  curie  and  damn 
the  States-General  for  fuftering  their  Subjects  to  Trade  with 
France,  when  the  Subjects  of  her  Britannicl^  Majefty  have 
done  the  very  fame  thmg,  and  that  in  as  open  and  publick  a 
manner  as  the  other. 

4  Obj.  The  next,  and  I  think  the  moft  popular  Objection 
againft  the  Dutch  is  this,  vi:{.  that  tho'  we  came  generoufly  in- 
to the  War  to  help  them  in  their  Diftrefs,  yet  they  have  thrown 
alt  the  Burden  of  it  upon  our  Shoulders,  which  they  themfelves 
vpouldfcarce  touch  with  one  of  their  Fn^gers;  that  they  have  rool^d 
m  of  our  Money,  but  done  little  or  7iothing  to  promote  the  Common 
Caufe,  This  is  that  Prejudice  which  has  made  the  deepeft  Im- 
preiiion  on  the  Minds  of  the  Common  People.  Profit  and  Lofs 
are  things  by  which  they  are  moft  fcnfibly  affeded.  Do  but 
allure  them  with  the  Profped:  of  cafing  them  of  their  Taxes, 
and  they  will  run  into  the  moft  deftru(5tive  Schemes  ;  do  bur 
confidently  affirm,  that  they  have  been  cheated  of  their  Coin 
by  fuch  or  fuch  great  Men,their  Rage  is  prefently  kindled  with- 
out waiting  for  a  Proof,or  exped:ing  any  Evidence.  Thus  you 
may  remember  in  the  Reign  of  King  UVilliam,  the  Impatience 
of  the  People  under  Taxes,  together  with  a  groundlefs  Clamour 
rais'd  againft  tha:  Prince,  as  if  he  had  rranfporred  the  Trea- 

C  fures 
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fares  of  the  Nation  into /f(9//^;2t:/,  conftrain'd  him,  contrary  to 
his  own  fcnfe  of  things,  to  precipitate  a  Peace  with  Francey 
whereas  the  carrying  on  the  War  till  the  King  of  Spaing  Death, 
and  the  expending  8  or  lo  Millions  then,  would  have  fav'd  the 
Nation  50  Millions y/;2Ci:?. 

But  to  give  a  direc9:  Anfwef  to  this  Objedion,  I  will  under- 
take to  prove,  (i.)  That  the  £/2^///'&  were  as  much  concern'd 
to  enter  into  the  War  as  the  Dutch.  (1.)  That  they  maintained 
more  Soldiers  againft  the  Common  Enemy  than  we  did^ 
(3.)  That  their  Taircs  lie  incomparably  heavier  upon  them^ 
than  ours  do  upon  us.  (4 J  That  they  have  not  drained  us  of 
our  Gold  and  Silver. 

I  An/.  In  the  firft  place,  I  affirm,  that  England  was  as  much 
concerned  to  enter  into  the  prefent  War  as  Holland.  This  I  (hall 
prove  to  you  by  the  i\uthority,not  of  the  fecond and  third  Par- 
liament in  this  Reign  (you  will  cbjed:  againft  thofe  as  Men  of 
Antimonarchical  and  Republican  Principles)  but  of  the  prefent 
Houfe  of  Commons,and  the  firft  chofe  after  her  Majefty's  Ac- 
ccfs  to  the  Crown,  who  in  every  Seilion  brought  in  the  Occafic* 
nal  BilL  I  hope  therefore  you  will  allow  the  Members  of  thefe 
Senates  to  be  Men  of  Loyal  Principles,  and  True  Churchmen^ 
But  wc  w^ill  firft  confult  the  Queen's  Declaration  of  War,  in 
which,  amongft  feveral  other  Rcafons  for  her  engaging,  (he  af- 
n2X\s  this  following :  "  The  French  King  has,  to  other  Violen- 
^'  ces,  added  a  great  Affront  and  Indignity  to  Us  andOurKing- 
*'  dom,  in  taking  upon  him  to  declare  the  pretended  Prince  of 
*^  iValcs  King  of  England^  Scotlavd^  and  Ireland ;  and  has  alfo 
*'  influenced  Spain  to  concurr  in  the  fame  Affront  and  Indignity, 
*'  as  v;ell  as  in  his  other  OppreiTions  {a).  So  that  we  have  been 
fighting  to  keep  a  Proteftant  Queen  upon  the  Throne  ;  and  this 
is  a  thing  wc  are  more  interefted  in  than  any  other  Nation  in 
the  World.  A  few  Months  after  this,  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
had  Occafion  to  Compliment  Sir  George  Hpnf^,  upon  his  great 
Suceefs  at  /7^o;  accordingly  their  Speaker,  now  Lord  High- 
Treafurcr  oiBritainy  m.ade  him  a  very  eloquent  Harangue,  in 
which  he  has  this  Exprefrion,  *^  The  Wealth  of  Spam,  and  Ships 
*'  of  France,  are,  by  this  Victory,  brought  over  to  our  jufier 
**  Caufe  (L)  Now  if  the  War  wasyV/?,  'twas  neceffary^  for  War 
always  brings  with  itfach  a  Train  of  Calamities  upon  Mankind, 
that  norhmg  but  unavoidable  NeceHity  can  juftify  any  Prince  or 
People  engaging  in  it.  In  the  latter  end  of  that  Year,  theCom- 
mons  prefentcd  an  Addrcfs  to  her  Majefty,  defiring  her  to  infill 
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Upon  it,  with  the  States  General,  that  a  flop  be  put  to  all  Cor- 
refpondcnce  with  France  and  Spahi ;  which,  fay  they,  '"  Your 
"  Commons  are  humbly  of  Opinion,  is  fo  abfoiutely  ncceflary 
**  for  carrying  onihcjufi  znd /iccejpiry  War  wherem  your  Ma- 
"  lefty  is  engaged  (a,)  The  prefentHoufc  of  Commons  make 
ufe  of  the  fame  Exprelfion  in  their  humble  Reprefentation  pre- 
fented  to  herMajcity  on  March  the  4th  laft;  having  mcntion'd 
the  Reafon  and  Motives  which  engag'd  this  Nation  in  a  War 
Zgzmbi  Prance,  and  particularly  for  ajjifting  the  States  Genernl, 
who  had  loft  their  Barriers,  they  thus  proceed,  "  As  the  fe  were 
**  the  fuji  znd  necejjary  Motives  for  undertaking  this  War,  fo 
"  the  End  proposed  to  be  obtained  by  it  were  equally  wife  and 
"  honourable  (b,)  Now  Nccejjity  is  the  moil  forcible  of  all 
Arguments.  The  D^^ci  them felves  could  not  poiTibiy  be  in- 
duced by  a  ftronger  Motive.  And  in  the  Opinion  of  two  Par- 
liaments, in  both  which  the  Whigs  made  a  very  forry  Figure, 
we  lay  under  an  abfolute  Neceifiry  of  engaging  in  this  War, 
and  by  Confcquence  were  as  much  oblig'd  to  carry  it  on  with 
Vigour  as  any  of  the  Confederates  :  For 'tis  moft  certain,  that 
if  ever  Holland  finks  under  a  French  Power,  it  unavoidably 
draws  England  after  it. 

2  Anf.  I  am  next  to  prove,  that  the  States  Genera!  maintain'd 
many  thoufand  Soldiers  more  than  we  did  againft:  rlu!  Common 
Enemy,  tho'  we  lay  under  the  fame  Necefllty  of  oppofing  him 
thatthey  did.  To  clear  up  this  Aflertion,  I  fliali  prefent  you 
with  a  moft  Authentick  Evidence,  'tis  an  Eftimate  of  the  Forces 
furnifl:i'd  by  Her  Majefty  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  States  Ge- 
neral on  the  other,  for  the  Service  of  FUfidcrs,  as  laid  before 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John :  By  this  Ac- 
count it  appears,  that,  including  7000  PruJJians  and  I liJi  7 };s, for 
whom  her  Majefty  paid  only  Bread  and  Forragc,  the  Queen 
maintain'd  72197  Men.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Stares 
General,  including  7000  Prufflans  upon  the  lame  Terms  w^ith 
us,  maintainVl  129458  Soldiers  fr.)  Now  if  you  dedud  the 
Iclfer  Sum  out  of  the  greater,  there  remains  57261  ;  So  that  the 
Dutch  had  in  F/^?/r/erj,  this  War,  Fifty  feven  thoufand  tv/o  hun- 
dred fixty  one  fighting  Men  more  than  the  E72gliJlo,  I  am  ape 
to  think,  that  in  Sfun  and  Portugal  the  Qiieen  might  keep  ui 
payfome  1 5  or  16  thoufand  Men  more  than  the  States  ;  but 
this  is  far  from  making  the  Numbers  cquaL  Befides,  the  Stares 
were  at  the  Charge  of  all  the  Powder  and  Ball  confum'd  in 

C  2  thofe 
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thofe  many  Sieges  that  were  made  by  the  D,  of  Marlborough 
for  8  or  9  Campaigns,  which  was  a  moft  prodigious  Expence, 
not  eafily  to  be  computed.  'Tv/as  at  their  Coll  that  the  Forti- 
fications of  the  Towns  thus  taken  were  repaired,  and  their  Ma- 
gazines fiU'd.  To  all  which  I  have  this  Confideration  to  add, 
that  if  you  confult  any  Book  of  Geography,  or  any  Map  of  Europe, 
you  willfind  that  the  Dominions  of  her  Britannick  Majefty  are 
twenty  times  as  large  as  thofe  of  the  States  General ,  their  fc- 
ven  Provinces  arc  commonly  reckon'd  no  bigger  than  our  four 
"Wcftern  Counties.  'Tis  true,  thefe  Provinces  are  fuller  of 
Towns  and  Villages  than  moft  Counties  \v\  England -^  bat  then 
the  City  oi  London  is  three  times  as  populous  as  Amjlcrdamy  the 
greatell  City  belonging  to  the  States.  This  is  evident  by  the 
Bills  of  Mortality,  which  in  the  former  amount  in  the  moft 
healthy  Years  to  about  ae  thoufand,  whereas  in  the  latter,  they 
feldom  amount  to  more  than  between  6  and  7  thoufand.  Nay, 
Sir  fVllL  Petty,  who  was  a  very  ingenious  Gentleman,  and  pre- 
tended much  Skill  in  Political  Arirhmetick,  undertakes  to  make 
it  out,  that  the  People  of  London  avc  two  thirds  as  m.any  as  thofe 
in  all  the  Towns  and  Villages  of  Holland  (a.)  I  can  hardly  a- 
gree  with  this  Gentleman  in  his  Calculation.  But  without 
doubt,  the  Dutch  muft  unite  many  of  their  biggeft  Cities  be- 
fore they  can  equal  her  Ma  jefty's  Metropolis  in  Number  of  In- 
habitants. By  this  time  1  hope  you  may  be  fatisfy'd  that  you  have 
no  Reafon  10  quarrel  with  the  Dutch,  as  if  they  withdrew  their 
Shoulders  from  the  Burden,when,  the  Truth  on't  is,  they  actual- 
ly maintain'd  more  Soldiers  againil  the  Ccinmon  Enemy  than 
we,  tho^  the  War  was  as  necelfary  for  our  fafecy  as  for  theirs, 
and  tho'  their  Territories  bear  no  manner  of  proporiicn  to  thofe 
of  her  Britifn  Majefty, 

3  Ayif.  This  will  appear  yet  more  evident,  if  we  cbnfider  that 
their  Taxes  are  incomparably  heavier  than  ours  :  To  prove  this 
Alfertion,  I  will  firft  produce  the  Tcftimony  of  Sir  UVilLTempky 
K.  Charles  the  Second's  Ambafladof  at  the  Hague,  a  moft  ac- 
complifhM  Statefman,  and  one  who  wrote  before  the  fatal  Di- 
ftina:ion  between  Whig  and  Tory  was  found  out,  and  then  give 
you  a  particular  Specimen  offome  of  their  Impofitions.  Sir 
M^lliam  tells  us  in  general,  "  That  there  is  an  Immenfity  of 
**  Taxes  throughout  the  whole  State  (^.)  That  they  are  op- 
**  prefs'd  with  the  moft  cruel  Hardihip  and  Variety  of  Taxes 
''^  that  was  ever  known  under  any  Government.  That  the  Ex- 
^'  cifc  [upon  all  Commodities]  is  fo  great  and  general,  that  he 

"  hath 
' ■'■"" '     ■  '     ■  ■ !  ^  " 
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**  hath  heard  it  obferv'd  at  Amjierdan?,  that  when  in  a  Tavern  a 
*'  cercain  Difh  of  Full  is  eaten  with  the  uiual  Sauce,  above  30 
**  feveral  Excifes  are  paid  for  what  is  neceflary  to  that  fmall 
*'  Service  *  I  mull  leave  it  to  your  ledate  Thoiighcs,whcther 
this  be  the  Defcription  of  a  People  whofe  Circumftances  are 
more  eafie  than  the  reft  of  their  Neighbours.  For  your  further 
i[atisfad:ion  on  this  Head,  I  fhall  inftance  in  a  few  of  their  many 
Taxes  j  the  Particulars  I  prefent  you  with  arc  taken  out  of  a 
Book  I  have  by  me,  entitled.  The  prefent  State  of  the  Vyiitei 
JProvinces,  You  muft  underftand  then,  that  befides  what  we  call 
the  Land-Tax,  which  is  heavier  with  them  than  with  us,  they 
pay  Excife  for  every  thing  they  eat,  drink,  ufe,or  enjoy. 

*  The  Impoft  upon  all  Corn  ground  in  the  Mills  in  Holland^ 
^  which  every-body  pays,  without  exception,  amounts  to  5  /.  5  j. 

*  for  every  Quarter  of  Wheat,  to  half  as  much  for  Rye,  to  35/. 

*  for  Barley  and  Oats  (t).  I  fuppofe  that  by  Quarter^  my  Author 
means  a  Quarter  of  a  Laji ^which  makes  about  20  Bufncls.  This 
feemingto  me  a  very  extraordinary  Article,  I  have  ccnfulted  on 
this  Head  fome  Gentlemen  of  Senfe  and  Learning,  Vv^ho  have 
livM  in  Holland,  by  whom  I  am  affur'djthat  'tis  generally  com- 
puted there,  that  the  Duty  on  all  Bread-Corn  is  equal  to  the 
prime  Coft.     To  proceed. 

The  Excife  on  Beer  is  as  follows  :  Firft,  the  Brewer  pays 
1%  d.  z  Barrel,  private  Families  pay  ao  d.  more,  and  Vidual- 
lers  or  Retailers  pay  another  20  d.  French  Wines  pay  6  d.  a. 
Stoup,  other  Wines  twice  as  much  :  Butter  pays  6  j.  a  Barrel, 
Tobacco  I  o  ^.  a  pound,  Fidi  20  d,  a  Pannier,  and  Soap  1 1  /.  a 
Barrel  :  Every  Horfe  above  3  Years  old  pays  z  d,  a  Month  ; 
every  Horn'd  Beaft  above  that  age,  3  ^.  a  Month :  Every  Coach 
pays  10  J.  a  Year,  and  every  little  Bark  20*3'.  All  Cattle,  Sheep 
or  Hogs  that  are  kill'd,  pay  One  Penny  in  Seven  of  the  Money 
they  are  fold  for  :  All  Wood  made  ufe  of  for  Fuel  pays  i  Pen- 
^ny  in  8  of  what  it  coft  :  E\  ery  Matter  pays  20  J  a  Head  yearly 
for  each  Servant  that  he  has  in  his  Family,  male  or  female:  All 
Ships,  Lands,  and  Houfes  that  are  fold  by  one  Man  to  another, 
pay  to  th  Government  a 40th Penny  of  what  they  are  fold  for: 
Hangings  and  Houlhold-ftuff  pay  1  Penny  in  9  ;  and  Woollen 
Cloaths,  a  ^.th  part  of  their  Value  (a).  In  one  word,  the  Dutch 
pay  Excife  for  Salt,  Caiidles,Lead,  Lime,Coals,  Stones ;  there's 
pot  a  Turf  or  Log  of  Wood  in  their  Chimneys,  not  anHerb  or 
Onion  in  their  Gardens,  but  what  pays  a  Duty  (more  or  lefs)to 
the  States.     M)  Author  aifures  me,  **  that  a  Cow  of  9  Years 

''  old, 

*  Obfervations  on  the  Unircd  Provinces,  p.  1 14.      f  Ibid.  p.  227.      (a)  rreieiit 
Scace  of  the  United  Provinces, />.  ^j^,  to;>.  148'        (b)  Ibid.  p.  235. 
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*'  old,  if  it  be  fold  for  5  /.  will  have  paid  above  61,  to  the  States; 
**  and,  that  there  is  never  a  Dilh  comes  to  Table,  but  has  paid 
*'  Excife  above  twenty  times  {a).  Thefe  are  the  Impofinohs 
that  our  Neighbours  are  fubjecfl:  to  in  Times  of  Peace,  which 
in  fuch  a  War  as  this,  are  raised  to  a  degree  hardly  to  be  be- 
lieved :  I  have  read  and  heard,  from  fuch  Men  and  Authors  as 
dcferve  Regard,  that  Land  and  Houfes,  at  this  time,  pay  10  or 
J I  Shillings  in  the  Pound  of  their  intrinfick  Value. 

You  will  be  apt  to  ask,  it  may  be,  how  'tis  poUible  for  Peo- 
ple to  bear  up  under  fuch  heavy  Preffures,  fuch  Loads  as  the 
En^^Uflo  would  certainly  fink  under.     To  this  I  anfwer,  'Tis 
their  extraordinary  Induftry  and  Parlimony  tTVat  enables  'em  to 
fiipport  fuch  prodigious  Taxes.     A  Burgher  of  Amjlerdam  will 
dine  contentedly  on  a  Red^Herring,  when  a  Citizen  oi  London^ 
of  the  fame  Condition,  will  fcorn  to  fit  down  at  Table  withou-t 
aSurloin  of  Beef  or  a  couple  of  Capons  before  him.  Sir  fVil/iam 
Temp/e  tells  us,  that  "  'tis  a  common  Rule  amongft  them  for 
**  every  Man  to  fpend  lefs  than  he  has  coming  in,  be  that  what 
"  it  will  ;  and,  that  if  a  Man's  Expence  equals  his  Revenue,  it 
**  difcredits  a  Man  among  them,  as  much  as  any  vicious  or  pro- 
*^  digal  Extravagance  does  in  other  Countries  {b) ;  fo  that  Fru- 
*^  gality  is  become  Honourable   amongft  them  (c).     Another 
Thing  that  reconciles  them  to  thefe  exceffive  Impofeions,is  that 
AiFurance  which  they  have,  that  their  Money  is  laid  out  for 
the  good  of  the  Community.     The  Salary  of  aBurgomafter  of 
Amfierdam  is  but  500  Gilders  a  Year,  which  amounts  not  to 
50  /.  Sterling  {d).  Nor  was  it  ever  known  that  they,  who  have. 
the  difpofal  of  OSces  in  that  Republick,  took  any  Money  on 
that  Occafion  {ej.     "  The  prime  Minifters  of  State  are  oblig'd 
*°  to  no  fort  of  Expence,  more  than  ordinary  modeft  Citizens 
**"  in  their  Kabits,  their  Attendants,  their  Tables,  or  any  part  of 
^*  their  Domefxique  (/j.     Sir  iViHiam  never  faw  the  two  grea-x 
teft  OiBcers  belonging  to  their  State,  the  Vice-Admiral  de  gut- 
ter and  the  Penfioner  de  l^'\t^  with  above  One  Servant  apiece 
in  their  Train,  but  moft  ufually  on  foot  and  alone  in  the  Streets, 
like  common  Burghers  {g)*  And  this  was  the  general  Fafliion 
among  all  the  Magiftrates.    This  makes  the  People  part  cheer- 
fully with  their  Coin,  when  'tis  not  made  ufe  of  to  fill  the  Cof- 
fers or  maintain  the  Equipages  of  particular  Perfons.  Upon  tl^e 
whole,  when  you  refled:  upon  the  fmall  Extent  of  this  Repuli- 
lick,  their  maintaining  above  57000  Men  in  Flanders  more  than 
we  did,  with  thofe  heavy  Taxes  wliich  they  fubmit  to,  I  doubt 
^ no£ 

(aVf^^mpU's  Obferv^adohs,  ^c,  p.  14.3.     (b)  Ibid.  /».  14.0.     (c)  lb,  p»  80. 
\'(«)P.So.    (e)  Ib.p^Zi,     if)  Ibid, p,  11^. 
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tiot  but  you  will  readily  confefs,  that  they  are  the  braveft  Peo* 
pie  in  the  World  ;  that  they  have  made  the  moft  prodigious 
Efforts  for  the  common  Liberties  of  Europe  that  ever  any  State 
of  like  Dimenfions  did;  and,that  they  defcrve  our  Prailes  and 
Encomiums,  rather  than  our  Curfes  and  Execrations* 

4  Anf.  The  nextObfervation  I  proposed  to  make  on  your  4th 
Objed:ion  was  this,  That  the  Dutch  have  not  drainM  us  of  our 
Coin.  'Tis  own'd,  that  a  great  deal  of  Gold  and  Silver  has 
been  exported  to  pay  our  Armies  in  Flanders,  tho'  nothing  com- 
parable to  the  Clamour  that  hath  been  rais'd  about  it  ;  but  this 
could  by  no  means  be  avoided  in  carry  mg  on  that  War,  which 
in  the  Opinion  of  thisprefent  Houje  of  Commons  was  ablblutely 
necejfary.  The  Cafe  in  ftiort  was  this,  we  muft  fpare  fome  of 
our  Money,  or  lofe  all  our  Lands.  Befides,  the  Armies  were 
for  the  moft  part  paid  by  Bills  drawn  on  Merchants  in  Amfler^ 
dam  and  other  places  :  And  the  Dutch  purchafing  of  us  many 
Hundred  thoufand  Pounds-worth  of  our  Manufadures  every 
Year,  will  bring  back  again  the  Coin  that  has  been  exported  on 
that  occafion.  But  that  the  Nation  has  not  been  fo  exhaufted  as 
is  pretended,  is  evident  to  a  Demonftration,  by  thofe  Millions 
of  Money  that  were  thefe  two  laft  Years  thrown  into  the  pub- 
lick  Lotteries  ;  3  Millions  600000  /.  were  proposed  to  be  rais'd 
that  way  the  laft  Summer,  and  no  fooner  were  the  Books  open'd, 
but  the  whole  Sum  was  immediately  fubfcrib'd,  as  a  great  deal 
more  would  have  been,  had  there  been  but  Room.  The  true 
Reafon  why  Money  is  fo  fcarce  among  ordinary  trading  People 
is,  that  the  Demand  for  our  Engliih  Manufactures  is  lelTen'd 
by  War  and  Peftilence  abroad ;  and  our  Rich  Merchants  and 
Monied  Me  n  chufe  rather  to  throw  their  Ca(h  into  public  Funds 
than  employ  it  in  Trade,  or  put  it  into  Tradefmens  Hands, 

5  Obj.  Another  Prejudice  againft  the  Dutch,  which  the  Par^ 
tifans  of  France  have  been  very  induftrious  to  infufe  into  Mens 
Minds,  is  this.  That  their  Succefs  in  Flanders  has  rendered  ''em 
too  -potent  and  imfericus  :  That  Jhould  they  he  allow  d  the  Barrier 
which  they  expeB,  they  might  maintain  50000  difcipUrid  Troops 
therein,  the  Neighbourhood  of  which  would  be  dangerous  to  the 
Church  and  Monarchy  of  England  :  That  they  muft  by  no  meam 
he  advanced  higher,  nor  France  reducd  lower^  left  the  Balance  of 
Power fhould  be  deftrofd. 

To  remove  this  Prejudice,  I  hope  to  make  it  appear,  that  k 
is  grounded  upon  Mifinformation,  and  is  purely  owing  to  the 
Malice  of  fome,  and  Ignorance  of  others.  1  confefs,  it  were  to 
be  wiiVd  that  no  ftanding  Forces  were  kept  on  foot  in  Times 
of  Peace,  by  any  Potentate  in  Europe  i  this  would  be  the  fafeft 

Ex. 
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Expedient  for  us,but  Vv^hat  is  not  to  be  er-rpeded  .♦  And  as  there 
is  no  Spot  of  Ground  in  all  the  World  io  full  of  fortified  Towns 
as  Fla7iacrs,  fo  numerous  Garrifons  wilj  be  conltantly  kept  in 
thefe  Towns ;  nor  is  it  in  our  power  to  prevent  it.  The  En- 
glifo  will  not  be  at  the  Expencc  of  providing  Magazines,  and 
maintaining  Soldiers  in  them,  the  Houfe  of  Jujiri a  cannot,  and 
therefore  of  neccffity  they  muft  be  poffcis'd  by  the  French  or 
Dutch,  That  which  I  at  prefent  undertake  to  prove  is,  That 
(i.)  tho'  the  Dutch  were  poffefs'd  of  more  ofthofe  ftrong  Towns 
than  ever  yet  they  demanded,  their  Power  to  mifchief  us  would 
be  incomparably  lefs  than  that  of  the  French  King.  (2,)  That 
a  fecure  Barrier  in  Flanders  is  neceiTary  to  the  Safety  of  England 
as  well  as  Holland,  (3.)  That  the  attempting  a  Conqueft  on  us 
is  inconfiftent  with  the  Conftitution  of  a  Dutch  Republick,  but 
agreeable  with  the  Genius  and  Nature  of  the  French  Monarchy. 
And,  (4.)  That  the  former  can  have  no  Pretence  to  invade  us^ 
when  the  latter  may. 

I  ^nf,  I  am  to  prove,  That  the  Power  of  the  Dutch  to  do  us 
Mifchief  is  incomparably  lefs  than  that  of  the  French.  This 
will  appear  if  we  compare  the  one  with  the  other,  as  to  the  Ex- 
tent of  their  Dominions,  the  Greatnefs  of  their  Revenue,  and 
the  Number  of  their  Forces  kept  on  foot,  both  in  Times  of 
Peace  and  War. 

We  will  firft  confider  France  and  Holland,  as  to  the  Extent  of 
their  Dominions.  The  Rule  which  I  fhall  govern  my  felf  by  in 
making  this  Calculation  is  the  AtLn  Geographicus,  it  being  the 
lateft  Piece  of  Geography  that  we  have,  and  a  CoUedlion  out 
of  the  beft  Authors  who  have  written  on  that  Subjed:.  I  will 
confider  the  Length  and  Breadth  of  each  Province  in  th^Vnited 
Netherlands^  and  then  multiplymg  one  by  the  other,  we  may 
know  how  many  fquare  Miles  there  are  in  the  whole,  and  fee 
what  proportion  this  bears  to  the  Kingdom  of  France, 

Square  Miles. 

Holland  is  computed  80  Miles  long,  40  broad, making (^)  3200 
^ealand  30  long,  1 7  broad,  (b)  cx^io 
Utrecht  30  long,  25  broad,  (c)  0750 
Gelderland  and  T^tphcii  50  long,  48  broad,  {d)  2400 
Overyffel  60  long,  40  broad,  {e)  2400 
Groningen /!i^6  \on^,  24  broad,  (f)  1 104 
iVeJi'FrieJIand  ^o  longy  25  broad,  (*)  looo 
Dutch  Brabant  55  long,  31  broad,  (f)  1705 
Dutch  Flanders  31  long,  13  broad,  (g)  0403 
So  that  the  whole  comprehends  of  fquare  Miles,  1 347  x 

(a)  xAtli^  Geografhicus,  vol.  i,  p.  2>66.      (b)  Vol.  2,  p.  893.       (c)  lb.  p.  897^ 
id)?.^oo.    (e)i\^oZ.    {/)P.5X2.     i*)P.9iS^      i\)^'92,o.     U)^'92^ 
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Thefe  are  all  the  Dominions  the  States-General  have  in  Eu* 
ropCf  except  i  or  3  fcaitering  Towns,  which  have  no  Terri- 
tories belonging  to  'em  worth  regarding.  Let  us  next  fee  the 
Dimenfions  of  the  Kingdom  of  France :  La  Crofe  reckons  it 
250  Leagues  in  length  and  breadth  {a) ;  La  ForreJ},  and  others 
cited  by  the  Atlas  Geographlcus,  make  it  as  much,  or  more  (b) ; 
The  Prcfent  State  of  France  makes  a  modelier  Computation, 
which  I  Ihall  follow,  and  reckons  its  length  and  breadth  to  be 
200  Leagues,  or  60c  Miles  *.  This  Number  multiply'd  by 
itfelf,  produces  360000  fquare  Miles.  Now  if  you  divide 
360000  by  1 3472,  the  Quotient  is  27  ;  fo  that  the  Kingdom 
of  France  is  Seven  and  twenty  times  bigger  than  all  the  Ter- 
ritories pofleft'd  by  the  Dutch, 

If  it  be  objected,  Thar  France  is  not  in  all  places  600  Miles 
broad,  the  fame  may  be  laid  of  each  of  the  United  Provinces. 
Thus  I  have  reckoned  Holland  40  Miles  broad,  when  in  many 
places  'tis  not  above  25 ;  and  you  can  confult  no  Map^  in  which 
theDifpropordon  between  the  two  States  will  nor  appear  great- 
er than  I  have  reprefented  it.  I  confefs,  were  France,  like  the 
parched  Defarts  of  y^r/^z/'/^,  or  the  frozen  Lsikcs  of  Lapland,  z 
wild  uncultivated  Wildernefs,  my  Argument  would  conclude 
very  little;  but  France  is  a  populous  Country,  full  of  great 
Towns  and  Villages,  and  a  rich  and  fruitful  Soil,  containing 
36441  Pariilies  (c),  above  three  times  as  many  as  there  are  if* 
E722^land  and  Scotland  ;  nor  has  the  grcateft  City  in  Holland 
half  fo  many  Inhabitants  as  Paris,  So  that  you  may  as  well 
fuppofe  that  a  Gnat  (hould  fwallow  a  Camel,  as  that  the  Dutch 
I^publick^  fhould  devour  the  French  Monarchy. 

We  will  next  confider  the  Revenues  of  thefe  two  States, 
which  are  not  improperly  ftifd,  The  Nerves  and  Sinexvs  of  PVar^ 
Sir  PVill.  Temple  informs  us,  that  the  Revenue  of  the  feven 
Provinces  amounts  commonly  to  21  Millions  of  Gilders,  which 
is  fomething  lefs  than  2  Millions  Sterling  {d),  'Tis  true,  im 
the  prefent  War  they  have  rais'd  near  5  Millions  ;  but  this  is 
little,  compared  to  what  the  Grand  Monarch  coUedls  within  his 
fpacious  Territories;  his  Revenues,  in  1695,  amounted  to 
more  than  1 5  Millions  and  a  half  of  our  Money  {e)  ;  nor  is  it 
likely  that  they  will  be  diminifh'd,  now,  when  (^to  ufe  the^ 
Words  of  the  prefent  Houfe  of  Commons)  he  hath  Vfurp'd  the 
Spanijh  Monarchy  for  his  Grandfon,  [f)  the  Riches  of  the  iVeJi-- 
Indies  will  flow  into  his  Coffers,  more  than  into  any  other 
Princess.  ^ D  I  am 

{it)  Defcripc.  ot  France,  p.  2.  (h)  tAtlas  Qer^y,  vol.  2,  p.  979.  *  P.  2.  (c)  'A^ 
la'iGec>gr,  Vcl.  25  p.  125.  (d)  Obfervaiions,  &c,  p,  227.  (e)  rAtl^  ijio^''- 
Vol  %^  p,  150*     {1  )  App,  CO  Aniials/  voL  i:>jp.  $ii 
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I  am  next  to  confider  the  Forces  maintain'd  by  thefe  two 
States  in  Times  of  Peace  and  War.  As  for  the  Dutchy  Sir  H^ilL 
Temple  tells  us,  That  in  the  Year  1670,  when  they  enjoy 'd  a 
Univerfal  Peace,  their  Handing  Forces  were  26200  Men  (a). 
'Tis  true,  in  their  Memorial  publifli'dlaft  Summer,  they  reckon 
that,  after  the  Peace  oi  F{efvpicky  they  kept  in  Pay  44991  Men 
(/?),  but  then  they  complain  of  it  as  a  Hardfliip,  which  the  Ne- 
ceifity  of  their  Affairs  forc'd  'em  to  fubmitunto,  the  K.  oi Spain 
being  in  an  ill  ftate  of  Health,  and  the  Great  Levois  waiting  an 
Opportunity  to  feize  that  whole  Monarchy.  I  will  then  take  it 
for  granted,  that  after  theConclufion  of  a  Peace  they  may  keep 
up  45000  Regular  Troops,  which  is  the  utmoft  they  ever  did. 
I  have  already  obferv'd,  that  during  this  War  they  maintain'd 
near  130000  Men:  But  tho'  this  be  a  moft  prodigious  Eiforc 
for  fo  fmall  a  State,  yet  it  bears  buta  fmall  proportion  to  what 
the  Grand  Monarch  is  capable  of  doing. 

If  we  make  a  Calculation  of  his  Forces,  we  (hall  find,  that 
in  the  laft  War  they  were  computed  to  amount  to  1 00000 
Horfe,  and  300000  Foot  {c\  Nor  is  there  any  other  Potentate 
in  Europe,  if  in  the  whole  World,  able  to  bring  fuch  an  Army, 
and  fo  well  appointed,  into  the  Field.  But  perhaps  you  will 
be  ready  to  imagine,  that  in  Times  of  Peace  this  Lion  couches 
in  his  Den,  with  his  Claws  pared,  and  his  Teeth  fallen  out  of 
his  Head.  It  may  not  therefore  be  unfuitable  to  my  prefent 
Purpofe  to  examine  what  Forces  he  maintains  when  he  has  no 
War  lying  heavy  on  his  hands ;  I  fhall  make  my  Calculation 
from  The  prefent  State  of  France y  printed  in  the  Year  1687. 
When  that  Kingdom  had  no  Qiiarrel  with  any  of  its  Neigh- 
bours, his  moft  Chriftian  Majeity  had  at  that  time  in  his  pay 
102  Regiments  of  Infantry  (i).  Thefe  Regiments  confifted, 
forneof  more,  and  others  of  fewer  Batallions,  and  every  Batal- 
lion  was  compos'dof  15  Companies,  and  i  of  Gren;ic!iers,  in 
all  16  Companies  [e}.  Now,  if  we  reckon  50  Men  in  a  Com- 
pany, and  2  Batallions  and  a  half  in  a  Regiment,  the  whole 
will  amount  to  204000  Men.  Of  thefe  Regiments  there  were 
iix  SvQifsy  who  had  not  above  looo  Men  a-piece,  and  2  of  the 
Guard.s  for  which  realbn  we  muft  dedudt  8000,  fo  there  re- 
mains 196000  Poor.  He  had  moreover  at  that  time  in  con- 
ftanc  Pay  40  Regiments  of  Cavalry,  of  which  12  confifted  of 
1 2  Companies  a-piece,  amounting  in  all,  reckoning  50  to  a 
Company,  to  7200  Men  ;  the  other  28   Regiments  confifted  of 

eic^hc 


(n)  PoluKiil  Srare  ibi  hUy,  p.  35-8.     (b)  xJtloA  Geo/rraph.Yo),  2.  p.  131?   13^* 
(i)  Pi  efenc  Stats  ^iUyamf^'f.  364..         (d)  P.  3^^.       (e)  P.  3^4.. 
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eight  Companies  a-piece  (a),  making  up  1 1 200  ;  in  all  1 8400 
Horfe.  Befldes  all  thefe,  he  had  1 3  Regiments  of  Dragoons, 
which,  fuppofing  'em  on  the  fame  foot  with  the  Cavalry,  will 
amount  to  5200.  So  that  in  the  midft  of  a  profound  Peace 
he  had  in  Pay  of  Horfe,  Foot,  and  Dragoons,  an  Army  of 
219600  Men.  'Tis  probable  that  the  number  of  Soldiers  in 
Regiments  and  Batallions  now,  may  be  varied  from  what  'twas 
t/oen  ;  but  this  was  the  ftate  of  Affairs  in  87.  Nor  is  the  Dif- 
ference material  between  one  Batallion  of  1 6  Companies,  and 
two  of  eight  a-piece.  Upon  a  Review  of  the  whole  matter,  I 
appeal  to  your  own  Reafon,  whether  200000  French,  who  arc 
our  very  next  Neighbours,  may  not  be  more  capable  of  doing 
us  a  Mifchief  than  45000  Dutch-men,  remov'd  at  a  greater  di- 
Itance  from  us  :  And  are  not  thefe  admirable  Polidcians,  who 
are  for  aggrandizing  the  French,  and  bringing  the  Dutch  lower, 
in  order  to  keep  the  Balance  even  ? 

2  Anf.  I  am  next  to  mind  you,  that  a  fxrong  Barrier  for  the 
Dutch  in  Flanders  againft  France,  is  neceffary  for  the  Safety  of 
England  as  well  as  Holland.  This  may  be  demonftrated  by 
Reafon  and  Authority,  and  here  I  muft  defire  you  to  look  back 
upon  the  former  Paragraph,  and  confider  what  a  prodigious 
Number  of  Troops  that  Kmgdom  maintains  in  times  of  Peace. 
On  the  other  hand,  you  know  very  well,  what  an  Averlion 
both  the  Parliament  and  People  of  Great  Britain  have  to  a 
Handing  Army,  as  a  thing  deftrucftive  of  their  Liberty  and  Free- 
dom. A  fmall  Acquaintance  with  Affairs  muft  needs  convince 
you,  how  unable  an  undifciplin'd  Rabble  is  to  withftand  a 
Body  of  regular  Troops.  So  that  our  Security  lies  in  being 
Mailers  at  Sea.  This  is  what  we,  in  Conjuncflion  with  the 
United  Provinces, may  ftill  be.  But  fhould  the  French  King  be 
once  poffefs'd  of  Flanders,  he  may  eafily  furprize  and  con- 
quer Holland.  Nor  is  it  poifible  for  that  fmall  Republick  to 
withftand  Him.  Being  once  poffcfs^d  of  the  Dutch  Towns  and 
Harbours,  He  is  by  Confequence  Mafter  of  ail  the  Ships  and 
Naval  Stores  that  are  laid  up  in  Vm.  And  having  once  uni- 
ted the  Fleets  of  Holland  with  his  own,  'tis  a  vain  thing  for  us 
to  pretend  any  longer  to  the  Dominion  of  the  Seas.  He  may 
then  pour  in  above  an  Hundred  Thoufand  Veteran  Troops  up- 
on us  from  all  Quarters :  Nor  will  it  be  poffible  for  us,  with- 
out a  Miracle,  to  withftand  'em.  So  that  in  truth  we  are  as 
much  concern'd  to  hinder  the  French  from  over-running  Flan- 
ders, as  he  that  dwells  at  one  End  of  a  Street  is  to  quench  thofe 
Flames  that  are  raging  at  the  other.  For  as  Sir  IVllliam  Temple 
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very  well  obferves,  "  if  France  were  once  Maftcr  of  Flanders, 
**  the  Body  of  that  Empire  would  be  fo  great,  and  fo  entire,  fo 
"  abounding  in  People  and  Riches,  that  whenever  they  found 
*'  or  made  an  Occafion  of  invading  the  united  Provinces,  they 
'*  have  no  Hopes  of  preferving  themfelves  by  any  Oppofition 
**  or  Diverfion  (a).  And  if  they  be  ruin'd  one  Year,  we  are 
undone  the  next. 

This  was  the  Opinion,  not  only  of  the  Antimonarchical, 
Repabhck  Whiggs,  but  of  K.  Charles  the  Second's  long  Parlia- 
ment, who,  on  Feb.  the  i  5th,  1676,  reprefented  to  his  Majefty, 
*'  that  hisPeople  were  much  difquieted  with  the  manifeft  Dart- 
*'  ^<?rariling  to  thefe  Kingdoms  by  the  Acquifitions  of  ihQ  French 
**  ICing  in  the  Spani/h  Netherlands  (b).  Tho'  this  had  a  very 
hariTi  Sound  in  the  Ears  of  both  King  and  Courtiers,  yet  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  continued  harping  on  the  fame  String,  and 
accordingly  on  May  the  23d  they  Addrefs'd  His  Majefty  again 
to  the  fame  Purpofe,  and  tho'  for  this  they  received  a  Repri- 
mand, and  were  commanded  to  adjourn  themfelves,  yet,  no 
looner  had  they  leave  to  fit  again,  *'  bur  they  befought  the  King 
^'  to  make  no  Treaty  with  France,  whereby  the  French  King 
*'  fhouid  be  left  in  Poifeirion  of  any  greater  Power  or  Domini- 
*^  on  than  was  left  Him  by  the  Pyrenean  Treaty  {c).  This,  Sir, 
was  the  Senfe  of  that  Parliament,  which  turned  the  Non-confor^ 
tnifts  out  of  their  Livings,  and  baniih'd  them  five  Miles  from 
Corporations :  Which  made  People  fwear,  that  'twas  not  law- 
ful, upon  any  Pretence  whatfoever,  to  take  up  Arms  againlt 
the  King,  or  thofe  Commiffion'd  by  him.  And  therefore  I 
hope  you  will  allow  them  to  be  Sound  Churchmen  and  True 
Loyaliils.  The  Examiner  not  being  able  to  objed:  Republi- 
can Principles  to  this  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  he  does  to  others, 
pretends,  m  Anfwer  to  this  Authority,  that  the  French,  in  their 
new  Plan  of  Peace,  are  ready  to  relinquiili  all  their  Acqulfiti- 
ons  in  the  Netherlands,  made  fince  the  aforefaid  Treaty,  ex- 
cept eight  or  nine  Towns.  But  had  not  this  Author  intended 
to  impofe  upon  his  Readers,  he  v/ould  have  told  you,  that 
thefe  eight  or  nine  Towns  are  fome  of  the  nobleft  Fortificati- 
ons in  the  whole  World  ,  that  they  have  a  large  Trail  of 
Ground,  with  many  Scores  of  great  and  populous  Villages 
dependant  on  them.  Particularly  the  French  have,  fince  the 
Pyrenean  Treaty,  polTefs'd  them  (elves  of  St.  Omer,  Cambray^ 
'Bouchain^  Douay,  Valenciennes,  Co7idc^  Maubeuge  and  Dinam^ 
to  which  Aire  and  Lijle  muft  be  added  {d).     If  you  confult 
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the  Gazetteer,  you  will  find,  that  five  or  fix  of  thefe  are,; for 
Strength  and  Spacioufnefs,  fcarce  to  be  equaPd.  They  art,  in 
truth  the  Keys  of  Flanders^  and  King  Charles's  Loyal  Parlia- 
ment (as  full  of  Penfioners  as  it  was)  would  never  have  given 
chat  Man  thanks  who  fhould  have  wrefted  any  of  thefe  o'4t  of 
the  Hands  of  tlieir  Confederates,  to  hang  'em  at  the  French 
King's  Girdle.  , 

The  neceliity  of  a  Barrier^  or  a  Chain  of  ftrong  Towns  in 
the  Low-Countries,  to  hinder  the  French  from  furprizing  lloi^ 
land,  has  been  acknowledg'd  by  Her  prefent  Majefty,  not  cnly 
when  under  the  Influence  of  a  Whiggiili  Miniftry,  but  iince 
they  have  been  quite  difcarded.  Thus  Ihe  was  pleased  to  tell 
her  Parliament  this  laft  Seffion,  That  fhe  JookM  upon  her  own 
Intereft  as  infe  far  able  from  that  of  the  States-Gereral  (a),  Muft 
not  thefe  Men  then  be  Enemies  to  Her  Majefty's  Intereft,  who 
are  for  weakning  that  with  which  hers  is  fo  infeparabiy  uni- 
ted ?  Have  we  any  Reafon  to  envy  the  Dutch  the  belt  Security 
they  can  obtain,  when  our  own  Safety  is  bound  up  with  theirs? 
The  prefent  Hou/e  of  Commo?2s  fpeak  yet  mere  dircd:ly  to  the 
Point  in  Hand,  when  in  their  Humble  Reprcfentation  prcfented 
to  Her  Majefty  this  laft  Summer,  and  printed  by  the  Speaker's 
Order,  they  affirm  in  direct  Terms,  "  That  tlie  Succefficn  and 
*'  Barrier  are  two  Points  of  the  grsattfi  Importance  to  borh  Na- 
*'  lions  (o),\.Q,toBritain2iS\/ve\lzs Holland,  Now  if  fuch a  Bar- 
rier be  of  the  laft  Confequence,  I  leave  you  to  judge  who  are  the 
beft  Friends  to  the  Queen  and  Kingdom,  they  who  inlift  upon  it 
that  this  Barrier  rtiould  anfwer  its  own  Defign  and  End,  be  Firm 
anv.*  Strong,  not  eafily  broken  thro',  or  thofe  Gentlemen  who 
are  for  infifting  upon  none  at  all,  or  fuch  a  Weak  precarious  one 
as  the  trench  King  fliall  be  pleased  to  grant  his  Neighbours. 

I  might  obferve  to  you,  thefe  Declarations  of  the  Queen  and 
her  great  Council  are  a  Confutation  of  two  parts  in  three  of  all 
the  Examiners  that  have  been  written.  1  he  profefs'd  Defign  of 
that  Weekly  Libel,  is  to  perfwade  the  World,  That  the  War 
was  engaged  in  us  out  of  meer  Levity  and  Wantonncfs;  That 
the  Whiggs,  as  he  would  wittily  exprels  it,  fqnander'd  away 
Millions  againft  Stone-Walls  in  Flanders,  like  Boys  at  Span- 
farthing  ;  and  that  Dutch  Garrifons  there  will  be  dangerous  to 
the  Church  and  Monarchy  here.  On  the  other  Hand,  our 
Parliament  affirms,  That  the  War  was  abfolutely  neceflary, 
and  that  the  getting  thefe  FortreiTes  out  of  the  Hands  of  the 
Frenchy  is  a  Point  of  the  greateji  Importance  to  our  own  Safety. 
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I  hape  you  will  allow  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation  to  de- 
ferve  more  Regard  than  a  Mercenary  ScribJen 

I  know  it  has  heen  nrg'd,thar  che  whole  Empire  is  concern'd 
to  keep  the  United  Netheriar  is  out  of  the  hands  of  France, 
and  why  fhould  we  be  at  any  Expence  for  them  ?  I  acknow-^ 
ledgi*  this  to  be  the  Iniereft  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  I 
make  no  queftion,  bur  he  v/i!l  do  ail  that  he  is  able  to  prevent 
fo  great  a  Miichief  to  his  Family  :  But  then  the  Em^peror  may 
be  invoiv'd  againft  the  Ti^r^s  or  Pofeo\,  ar,d  fo  not  able  to  help 
them.  The  German  Princes  may  be  quarreling  one  with  ano- 
ther ;  or  fome  of  em  may  be  bnb'd  to  take  Part  with  France 
againll  their  own  Country  ;  which  was  the  Cafe  of  the  two 
perfidious  Eledors  i  /  ""  ivarU  and  Coln<rn  this  very  War.  Be- 
fides,  if  the  Temporal  Princes  fhouid  ht  cautious  of  aggran- 
dizing that  Pov^er  which  may  deprive  their  Chudren  of  their 
Hereditary  Honours  and  Eflate?,  yet  there  are  in  Germany  a 
great  many  Bifnops,  who  are  Abfolutc  Sovereigns  within  their 
refpedive  Diftrids,  and  thefe  having  no  lawful  IfTue  to  inhe- 
rit their  Dominions,  will  lefs  regard  the  Liberties  of  their 
Country^  and  may  be  more  eafily  inducM  to  join  the  French 
Monarch  in  fo  glorious  a  De&gn  as  the  Extirpation  of  Here- 
ticks,  when  by  doing  fo  they  may  come  to  be  Popes  and  Car- 
dinals in  this  World,  and  (as  they  imaginej  Saints  in  the  next. 
This  was  adually  the  Cafe  of  the  Dtitch  in  1672,  when  their 
two  next  Neighbours,  the  Bilhops  of  Cologn  and  Mu??.ftery  join'd 
aduatly  with  the  French  in  invading  their  Dominions,  and 
tL^t  v/ith  fnch  Succefs,  that  their  Deliverance  from  utter  Ruin 
was  next  to  a  Miracle.  Thefe  things  confider'd,  I  hope  yrn 
will  allow  me,  that  w^e  have  not  been  Fighting  thefe  Nine  or 
Ten  Years  barely  for  the  Dutch,  but  for  our  own  Security,  as 
well  as  theirs. 

3  Ayif.  The  next  thing  I  undertook  to  prove  to  you  was,  that 
we  have  no  reafon  to  apprehend  an  Invafion  from  Holland^  be- 
caufe  the  Gonftiturion  of  their  Government  is  not  fitted  tor  ma- 
king of  large  Conquefls.  "  It  can't  properly  be  call'd  a  Com^ 
*'  rnormeakh,  as  Sir  Willi  ami  emple  obferves,  but  rather  a  Con- 
"  federacy  of  Seven  Provinces,  united  together  for  their  mutual 
'"■  Defence,  without  any  Dependance  one  upon  the  other  (a). 
Nay,  the  great  Cities  in  each  Province  are  fo  m.any  diftindRe- 
pubiicks  ^  their  Magiftrares  exercife  a  Sovereign  Jurifdidion, 
levy  Money,  and  give  their  Confent  to  making  War  and  Peace. 
Their  Government  is  framed  and  modePd  to  defend  them.felves, 
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but  not  to  invade  others.  Had  they  a  Power  to  conquer  Grcap 
Britain^  they  would  never  agree  amongft  themfelves,  to  which 
of  the  Seven  Independent  Provinces  we  iliould  Lx^long.  We 
can  never  imagine,  that  the  Burgon:iaftcrs  of  Amftcrdam,  Ley- 
den,&cc.  would  exhauft  theinfelves,  and  impoverilh  their  Cities 
to  make  their  General  a  great  Prince;  for  this  can  be  the  only 
IfTue  of  fuch  an  Undertaking.  On  the  other  hand,  (liould  the 
French  King  fubdue  thefe  Uiands,  he  might  fend  over  a  Lord- 
Lieutenant  to  London,  as  Her  Majefty  now  does  to  Dublin.  I 
flatter  my  felf,  that  the  Confiderations  I  have  offer'd  will  con- 
vince you,  that  our  only  Danger  can  be  from  that  Qiiarter. 

/^Anf.  This  will  appear  more  evident,  if  you  coniider,  that 
there  is  no  one  Perfon  in  Holland  who  pretends  a  Title  to  the 
J5r/V;yfe  Diadem.  On  the  other  hand,  the  prefent  Dauphin, who 
if  he  lives  a  few  Years  longer,  will  be  King  oi  France,  has  the 
I{f>yal  Blood  oi  England  in  his  Veins,  being  Lineally  defcended 
from  YJmgCharles  the  Martyr,  and  may  live  long  enough  to  be 
the  very  firft  in  what  our  Nonjurors  call  the  /((ij/^^  Line  of  Suc^ 
ceffiony  ^nd  to  enjoy  that  Title  to  thefe  Kingdoms  which  (as  they 
fay)  Proximity  of  Blood  will  give  a  Man,  in  defiance  of  any 
Acfts  of  Parliament  that  are  or  can  be  made.  ("Suppofing  the 
Pretender  an  Impoftor)  Her  prefent  Majefty  is  the  only  Legiti- 
mate Offspring  of  all  K.  Charles's  Sons  ;  and  therefore  the  next 
in  Blood  to  him,  are  the  Defendants  cf  his  only  Daughter  the 
Princefs  Henrietta  Maria.  That  Lady  has  one  Daughter  novy 
living,  the  prefent  Dutciiefs  of  Savoy,  whofe  eldeft  Daughter 
was  Mother  to  the  Dauphin  of  France  :  So  that  there  are  only 
four  Perfons  who  are  nearer  by  Blood  to  the  Crown  cf  Greats 
Britain  than  he  is,  vi:(.  Her  prefent  Majefty,  who  is  not  like  to 
be  fucceeded  by  any  of  her  own  IfTue,  the  Dutchefs  of  Savoy^ 
and  her  twoSons;  fo  that  fhould  thefe  tvwo  Princes  die  in  their 
Minority,  or  without  lawful  lifne,  the  next  K.  of  France,  upcn 
the  Death  of  the  Queen  and  his  Grandmother,  will  be  the  firft 
of  the  Royal  Family  ofEn^land  defcended  from  K.  Charles  the 
Martyr.  In  thefe  Circumflances  he  may  publilh  a  Manifcjio 
to  the  World,  pretending,  that  as  he  is  30  Degrees  nearer  by 
Blcod  to  the  Crown  oi  Fin  gland  than  the  Family  of  Flanncvn-, 
ib  he  has  a  Divine  Right,  which  no  Ail  of  Parliament  can  fu- 
perfede.  To  this  End  he  may  cite  the  famous  Univcrfity  of 
Cambridge,  declaring  folcmnly,  in  the  Year  161 1,  "  That  an 
**  Englilh  Sovereign  comes  to  be  fo  by  a  Fundamental  Heredi- 
'*  rary  Right  of  Succeffion,  which  no  Religion,  no  Law,  no 
**  Fault  or  Forfeiture  can'alter  or  dirriiniili  (a).  He  may  cite  a 
^ -mul- 
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multitude  of  Loyal  AddrclFes,  prefentcd  thcfe  two  laft  Years, 
plainly  intimating  as  if  ihey  thought  a  Title  by  Defcent  fupe- 
riour  to  any  other.  And  which  is  worft  of  all,  his  Claim  may 
be  back'd  with  looooo  fighting  Men.  I  mult  therefore  leave 
it  to  your  fedater  Thoughts,  whether  we  have  not  more  reafon 
to  be  apprehenfive  of  that  Power  which  may  have  fuch  pjaufi- 
ble  Pretences,  and  fuch  mighty  Armies  to  invade  us,  than  the 
Dutch,  who  can  have  no  fuch  Claim  to  make  upon  us,  nor  fuch 
a  Force  to  put  it  in  execution. 

I  know  'tis  urg'd,  That  the  Exorbitant  Power  of  France  is 
now  reduc'd  within  its  proper  Bounds  ^  and  I  wifh  1  could 
think  my  felf  into  the  fame  Opinion.  I  will  not  pofitively 
affirm,  that  the  prefent  Negociation  will  leave  that  Prince  as 
formidable  as  ever  he  was  left  at  the  Conclufion  of  any  other 
Peace  ;  but  I  will  crave  your  Patience,  whilft  I  compare  his 
Gains  with  his  Lofles,  and  then  leave  you  to  judge.  As  to  the 
firft,  'tis  certain,  that  for  fome  hundreds  of  Years  there  has 
been  a  mighty  Struggle  between  the  Monarchies  of  France  and 
Spain^  and  a  profefs'd  Antipathy  betvv^een  the  two  Nations ; 
but  fince  that,  I  am  informed  by  the  prefent  Houfe  of  Qommgns^ 
K.  Lems  has  Vfurfd  the  Spanipo  Monarchy  for  his  Grandfon  *. 
And  every-body  knows,  if  he  does  not  diredly  govern  it,  he 
has  a  mighty  Influence  upon  it  :  So  that,  whereas  formerly  he 
had  a  great  Empire  to  oppofe  him  in  his  Ambitious  Projeds, 
the  fame  is  now  as  ready  to  alTift  him.  I  hope  you  muft  allow 
this  a  confiderable  Advantage. 

Let  us  next  confider  what  he  is  like  to  lofe :  And  here  you 
tell  me  Dunhjrl^  is  like  to  be  demolifri'd.  This,  I  own,  will  be 
much  to  the  Satisfaction  of  our  Merchants,  who  have  been 
abundantly  plagu'd  by  that  Town.  However,  there  is  never 
a  Mariner,  nor  Man  of  War,  loft  by  this  :  Nor  could  his  great 
Ships  ever  come  into  that  Port.  Again,  you  fay,  He  is  to  de^ 
liver  up  Placcntia  and  Newfoundland,  and  were  all  French  Ships 
excluded  from  fithing  in  thofe  Seas,  'twould  be  an  unfpeaka- 
ble  Advantage  to  thefe  Kingdoms.  But  'tis  pretended  by  inch 
as  trade  to  that  Place,  that  if  the  French  referve  to  themfdves 
a  Liberty  of  drying  Fifh  in  theCreeks  and  Baysof  that  Ifland, 
and  on  Cape  Briton,  which  is  oppofite  to  it,  they  may  under-^ 
fell  us  in  moft  of  the  Spaniili  Markets.  But  to  return  to  Eu- 
rope :  He  will  be  oblig'd  to  quit  two  or  three  little  Places  to 
the  Duke  of  S^i'*^j';  Landau  to  the  Empire^  Tournay,  Menin„ 
Tpres,  ¥  on  Kjiock^  ^ndF  urnes  to  ihQ  Dutch;  which,  except  the 
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two  laft,  are  places  of  importance  ;  fo  that  upon  balancing 
Accounts,  the  Cafe  Hands  thus  :  The  Grand  Monarch  is  like 
to  lofe  four  or  five  ftrong  Towns,  in  exchange  for  twice  as 
many  Kingdoms,  united  to  his  Intereft  and  Family. 

6  0/7.  The  next  Objection  againft  our  Proteflant  Allies  is. 
That  they  are  J\iva!s  with  us  in  cur  Trade,  and  undermine  us  in 
cur  Commerce  ;  and,  thatifthefc  Froglanders  were  once  cnijlj'dy 
the  Trade  of  the  iVorid  would  be  our  own.  Now,  that  this  is  a 
Vulgar  Errour,  I  have  the  Opinion  of  Sir  TVilliam  Temple,  that 
moft  accomplifh'd  Statcfman,  who  thus  exprcfTes  himfelf: 
*'  Another  common  Maxim  is.  That  if  by  any  foreign  Inva- 
*'  fion  or  Servitude  the  State,  and  confequently  the  Trade  of 
**  Holland,  fhould  be  ruin'd,  the  laft  would  of  courfc  fall  co  our 
**  fhare  in  En^^land  ;  which  (fays  he)  is  no  Confequence,  for  it 
"  would  certainly  break  into  feveral  pieces,  and  fnift  either  to 
"  Us,  to  Vlandefs,  to  the  Hans-Towns,  or  any  other  Parts  {a). 
Belides,  would  their  Ruins  really  enrich  us,  I  do  nor  fee  how 
it  would  be  juftifiable  for  us  to  pick  a  Quarrel  with  them  on 
that  account,  any  more  than  for  one  Shopkeeper  to  cut  another's 
Throat,  that  he  may  get  the  greater  Cuftom  to  himfelf. 

But  to  come  to  the  Matter  of  Fad:  ;  I  doubt  not  but  the 
Dutch,  if  they  could,  would  fet  up  our  Manufadlures  in  their 
own  Country  ;  fo  would  the  French,  the  Danes,  or  any  other 
Nation  ;  as  we  would  do  the  like  by  them.  We  are  as  much 
Rivals  vjiih  the  Dutch  in  their  Spicery,  as  they  are  with  us  in 
our  Drapery,  and  could  we  get  Nutmeg-trees'  to  grow  in  our 
Plantations,  no  doubt  they  would  be  cultivated  wuh  the  grea- 
tcft  Care.  The  Dutch,  'ris  true,  are  an  induftrious  trading 
People,  nor  is  it  poiTible  for  them  to  fubfiil  without  driving 
that  Commerce  which  they  do  ;  nor  have  v/e  any  reafon  to 
be  angry  with  them  for  puTaing  their^Vaffick  as  far  as  they  are 
able.  If  we  look  into  our  own  Kingdom,  we  fliali  find  one 
Town  a  Rival  with  the  other,  as  Brijlol  with  London,  Nay, 
there's  never  a  Preferment  in  the  Church,  nor  a  good  Poll  in 
the  State,  but  that  there  are  a  great  many  Candidates  or 
Rivals  for  it ;  but  it  by  no  means  follows,  that  they  muft  cue 
onc-another's  Throat  upon  that  Occafion.  The  Qiicftion  is, 
Whether  the  Hollanders  have  endeavour'd  to  advance  their  own 
Trade  and  ruin  ours  by  Treachery,  Violence,  or  Injuftice  ? 
This  is  what  I  have  not  yet  fccn  prov'd  againft  them,  and 
therefore  can  fee  no  Reafon  we  ha\e  to  defire  (much  lefs  at- 
tempt) their  Ruin.  Belides,  I  muft  defire  you  to  confider,  that 
^ it 

{a.)  Temple's  Obfcrvadocs,  />.  211. 


[  H  ] 

in  is  abfoluccly  impcfTiblc  for  them  to  rob  us  of  the  moft  Valua- 
bic  Branches  of  our  Trade,  our  I'Voollcn  Manufactures  and  our 
Im.  i^ouid  they  rcrr/jve  the  Mountains  of  Mcndip  or  Cor-n- 
xvnii,  or  could  rhey  tranfport  SaU^bury  Plain,  with  the  Flocks 
that  are  fed  upr  n  ir,  we  might  then  be  upon  our  guard  aoaini^ 
em  ;  but  this  you  will  zWcm  to  be  itripoliible,  as  is  the  making 
Our  Manufat}ures  without  Our  Materials. 

1  can  hardly  pcrfwade  my  felf  to  undervalue  Your  Judgment 
io  rar,  to  arrcmpt  to  prove,  that  the  D.7fc/;  are  better  Friends 
ro  the  iradc  ot  Great  Britnin  than  the  "French:  The  latter 
have  laid  hich  heavy  Impofts  upon  ail  our  H^oollcn  Cloths,  that 
It  arnounrs  ro  an  abfolute  Prohibition  ;  they  will  cafe  you  of 
your  C3Uineas  and  Crown-pieces,  l^ut  not  one  Piece  of  Drapery 
wid  rhey  take  offyour  hands  -  whereas  the  former  bellow  a- 
bovea  Million  a  Year  m  the  Produds  of  Onr  Country,  h 
can  therefore  admit  of  noDifputc,  which  ofthcfe  two  are  the 
belt  Fnc^.ds  to  d;c  Z]riV/y^7  Commerce.  Tis  very  well  known, 
that  our^moi!:  .aloab'e  Trade  is  that  which  we  carry  on  with 
^jam  ;  ns  Tins  brings  Gold  and  Silver  into  the  Kingdom  ; 
ThH  IS  what  the  Dutch  cannot  rob  us  of,  neither  can  they 
make  any  Thing  to  lupply  the  place  of  our  Serges  and  Long- 
Ells.^  C^ii  the  other  hand,  the  French  may  fend""  their  Linfey- 
wooifey  S:uifs  to  C^.%  and  the  I^FcjU  In  dies  5  and  I  wiih  they 
may  notj3c  found  to  be  the  Nation  moft  favoured,  engrofs  the 
kiciics  cf  ,1y?jerica  to  themfeives,  and  our  VVccllen  Manufatlure 
mayjiot  in  time  be  prohibited  by  K.  Philip,  as  it  has  been  by 
his  Grand iadier. 

7  Obj,^  Another  thing  made  ufe  of  to  render  the  Dutch  odious 
is,  the  Criicltics  excrcis'd  by  them  upon  fome  Ev^iipormn  \n 
■;'^''-;^"->''^;'r^^  ^'^^^'-  M^nd  in  the  Eafi^hidics,  about  Ten  thouland 
■^^^--'  d.danc  from  j^s.  The  Fad  in  llicrt  W3s  rhis,  the  Dutch 
Cover! H:L3r  of  thai  Fort  fciz'd  upon  five  or  ilx  Enirli/Io  Fadors 
ui  the  iov.;n,  connlcatcd  ihcir  Eilarcs,  and  put  them  to  a  cruel 
Deadi.  1  hcrefore  fjy  our  Modcr;i  Lihellcrs,  the  Ihllandcrs 
arc  a  parcel  of  baibarous  Villahis,  and  deierve  no  Quarter 
from  us,     1  o  tliis  f  anfwer, 

I  .'//■/.  As  Jar  ns  I  can  leariK  'cis  very  uncertain  whether  thele 
Men  ^vc  uviu;Qr:ux^  ov  guilty  Peribns.  The  Dutch  Govcrnour 
amriYVu,  Ihat  they  iiad  form'd  a  Confpiracy,  in  conjundion 
^-'^'^  Ktvcr; J  Indians,  to  cu:  !hs  Throat,  mallacre  his  Country- 
^'^\  -i^^Ucize  upon  LisEu;^::tsarid  Garrifon-fbr  themfeJvcs. 
On  ii.c  udier  hand  lacEuglifh  (ay,  That  this  was  a  Sham-Plot, 

con- 


C  ?5  ] 

contriv'd  for  no  other  reafc^n,  but  to  extirpate  die  Lnglljh,  and 
engrofs  the  Spices  of  that  Iflancl  to  themlehcs.  Now  which 
of  thefe  is  the  true  Account,  will  never  perhaps  be  decided  till 
the  Day  of  Judgment.  But  fuppofing  i!-.:  ObjeFtion  true,  this 
was  tranfadted  near  an  hundred  Yeurs  fince,  and  I  know  no 
Authority  we  have  to  execute  Vengeance  upon  the  third  and 
fourth  Generation  :  Nor  ought  the  A<3:ions  of  a  particular 
Man  to  be  imputed  to  a  whole  Nation,  unlefs  it  can  be  made 
evident,  that  they  approv'd  his  Condud:. 

2  Afif,  I  have  One  Thing  more  to  rcprcfent  unto  you,  That 
fome  of  our  own  Countrymen  have  committed  far  greater  Bar- 
barities in  the  I^f^ejl-Jr^dies,  than  ever  the  Dutch  are  fuppos'd  to 
have  done  in  the  £/z/7,  and  that  too  in  the  Memory  of  the  pre- 
fent  Generation.  You  may  picafe  to  remember,  that  tho'  we 
had  no  War  with  Spaiyi  during  the  Reign  of  K.Charles  II,  but 
a  moft  advantageous  Commerce,  yet  there  were  a  parcel  of 
Fellows  in  the  TVeft-Indies^  call'd  Bucaniersy  who  liv'd  by  Ra- 
pine and  Plunder,  and  exercis'd  all  manner  of  Cruelties  upon 
fuch  Spajiiards  as  fell  into  their  Hands,  whilft  the  Governours 
of  Jamaica  gave  Countenance  and  Pretention  to  thefe  Pirates, 
who  fpent  their  Money  in  that  Ifland  as  profufely  as  they  gain'd 
it  unjuftly. 

The  Adventures  of  Captain  Morgait  are  very  remarkable, 
who  led  feveral  Bands  of  thefe  Dcfper ado's  over  the  Ifthmus  of 
Daricn^  where  they  furpriz'd  Panama,  fituate  in  the  South^Seay 
a  City  confiding  of  feveral  Thoufand  Houfes,  all  which  they 
burnt  to  the  Ground.  The  Inhumanities  exercis'd  upon  the 
Inhabitants- of  that  Worthy  Tov^n,  are  fuch  as  furpafs  Imagi- 
nation, not  to  be  read  without  a  weeping  Eye  and  a  bleeding 
Heart.  No  Age,  Sex  or  Condition  was  fpar'd  ;  on  the  Ladies 
of  the  Town  they  firft  fatiated  their  Luft,  and  then  their  Cruel- 
ty. If  they  met  with  any,  who,  as  they  fufpedred,  had  con- 
ccal'd  their  Treafures,  they  us'd  the  moft  exquifite  Torments 
ro  extort  a  Ccnfelfion  from  them.  They  cut  off  iheir  Nofes, 
their  Ears,  (^'C,  twiftcd  Cords  about  their  Foreheads  till  their 
Eyes  were  ready  to  fallout  of  their  Sculls.  "  After  this  exe- 
**  crable  manner,rays  my  Author,  did  many  of  thefe  miferable 
'*  Prifoners  finilh  their  Days  ;  this  being  the  common  Spore 
'*  and  Recreation  of  thefe  Pirates  (a).  And  Captain  Morgan, 
the  Commander  of  thefe  brutilli  Cannibals,  was  rew^arded,  not 
with  a  Halter,  but  a  Knighthood.  I  prefume  you  would  think 
it  very  unjuft  in  the  Spaniards^  fliould  they  conclude  from  this 
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Inftance,  that  the  Engii/Io  only  wait  for  an  Opportunity  to 
plunder  their  Houfes,  to  murder  their  Perfons,  and  to  ravilh 
their  Wives  and  Daughters.  And  I  muft  leave  it  to  your 
Candour,  whether  we  have  any  Rcafon  to  objecfl  the  Cruel- 
ties of  Amboyna  to  the  Dutch  Nation  in  general,  when  feme 
of  our  own  Countrymen  have  been  guilty  of  far  greater  Out- 
rages at  Panama,  and  againft  a  People  that  were  fecure,  and 
never  did  any  Injury. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  endcavour'd  what  I  can  to  remove  thofe 
caufelefs  Prejudices  you  have  conceiv'd  againft  the  Dutch,  I 
am  not  fo  vain  as  to  think  I  can  inform  my  Superiours,  nor 
fo  arrogant  as  to  prefcribe  to  them.  I  have  no  Reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  our  Governcurs  have  any  Inclination  to  quarrel  with 
the  Dutch.  However,  the  Wifeft  and  Greateft  of  Men  are 
fometimes  forc'd  to  comply  with  a  Popular  Humour^  againft 
their  own  Senfe  of  Things.  Should  the  Parcifans  of  Yrancc  fo 
far  prevail,  as  to  poflefs  the  Common-People  with  an  Opinion 
that  Hollavd  muft  be  cruih'd,  as  an  inveterate  Enemy  to  our 
Church  and  Monarchy^  they  may  the  next  Summer  chufe  Rc- 
prefentatives  that  embrace  the  fame  Sentiments  with  them,  and 
then  it  may  not  be  in  the  power  of  a  Wife  and  Able  Miniftry 
to  interpofe,  and  prevent  the  Ruin  of  us  alL  That  which  I 
have  aim'd  at  in  this  EfTay,  is  to  difabufe  the  Common-Pec  fie, 
10  fet  Things  in  a  clear  Light,  to  fatisfic  you  and  your  Coun- 
try Neighbours,  that  you  are  more  Obliged  to  the  Dutch  than 
to  i\iQ  French,  for  the  keeping  your  Poor  from  ftarving,  and  the 
Price  of  your  fVool  from  finking;  and  that  it  can  never  be 
your  Intereft  to  commence  a  War  with  your  moft  fincere  and 
conftant  Friends,  as  foon  as  you  have  obtaia'd  a  Peace  with 
your  intriguing  and  tricking  EnemJes. 


1  am^ 


with  ail  Refpe^ 


a, 


